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[Continued from No. 4.) 
ing to William Wickham, ot Sodus, N. Y. the use. 
of a fishery in waters ajacent to the light house at 
Sodus Point, N. Y.; which, on motion of Mr. B. 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce ] 

[Mr. Curtis of New York presented a petition 
of Euphemia Dobson and others, widows of per- 
sons slain on board private aimed vesse!s during 
the late war, praying for the re-enactment of an 
expired law granting them pensions. } 

{Mr. Sistey of New York presented the follow- 
ing petitions, viz: Of 231 voters of the town of 
Farmington, New York, for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Colambia ; 
of 35 men and 28 women of East Bloomfield, New 
York, for like object ; of 213 voters of Fariming- 
ton, New York, for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the Territories of the United 
States; of 228 voters of the same town, for the 
prohibition of the ** domestic slave trade ;” a!so,a 
remonstrance of 244 veters of the saine town, 
against the admission of any new States which 
shall tolerate slavery into the Union. A!) laid on 
the table under Mr. Parron’s reselntion.} 

Mr. CURTIS of New York gave notice, that 
when it shail be in order, he will ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill for the relie® of certain debtors of the 
United States, and to repeal certain acts relating 
thereto. 

(Mr. Spencer presented the petition of Gabriel 
Lambard, the petition of Yates Hoit, the petition 
of Uriah Kingsley, the petition of Bradock Dick- 
inson.] 

Messrs).5 MAXWELL and 
New Jersey. 

Messrs. POTTS, NAYLOR, HENRY, HUB- 
LEY, TOLAND, M. MORRIS, PAYNTER, 
McKENNAN, POTTER, HAMMOND, BEAT- 
TY, PETRIKIN, BUCHANAN, McCLURE, 
LOGAN, BIDDLE, DARLINGTON, and OGLE, 
of Pennsylvania. 

{Mr. M. Morris presented two remonstrances 
against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States; one signed by 15, and another by 20 fe- 
males, of Bucks county, Pennsylvania. Also, 
three petitions for the abolition ofg slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and the territories of the 
United States and the slave trade hetween the 
States; one signed by 11, another by 14, and 
another by 33 women, of Bucks county, Penn- 
sylvania. | 

[Mr. Perrikin presented a petition in behalf of 
the suflerers of Wyoming Valley and their repre- 
sentatives during the Revolntionary war, praying 
for relief; which was, on motion, referred to the 
Committee ou Revolutionary Claims, and that it be 
printed. } : 

Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, 
JOHNSON, of Maryland. 

Messrs. BEIRNE, JOHNSON, BOULDIN, 
TALIAFERRO, CRAIG, HOPKINS, and MOR- 
GAN, of Virginia. 

Mr. DEBERRY Of North Carolina. 

Messrs. GRIFFIN and LEGARE of South Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr. OWENS of Georgia. 

Messrs. CALHOON, UNDERWOOD, SOUTH- 
GAT=, S. WILLIAMS, RAMSEY, MENIFEE, 
areca MURRAY, and CHAMBERS, of Ken- 
tucky. 

Messrs. Speaker POLK, CARTER, SHIELDS, 
TURNEY, CHEATHAM, CROCKETT, and 
BELL, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. HARPER, GOODE, ALLEN, MA- 
SON, HUNTER, CORWIN, WEBSTER, CHA- 
NEY, C. MORRIS, WHITTLESEY, RIDGE- 
WAY, LEADBETTER, and SHEPLER, of Ohio. 

(Mr. Hunter moved that the claim of David 
Caswell for an arrearage of his pension, together 
with all papers on file relative thereto, be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, 

that the petition and papers of Joseph Wilson on 
file be referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, 
that the petition and papers of Talcott Read be 
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taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. Mr. H. | 
petitio 1 of E. H. Haynes and others, asking for an 


appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
Port Clinton, in the State of Ohio; referred 
Committee en Commerce. Also, the petition of 
John Woods and others, for the establishment of a 
post road from Lower Sandusky, Sandusky eo. 
Ohiv, to Montgomery Cross Roads, in the county 
ef Wood.] 

{Mr. Wessrer presented the foliowing petitions: 
Of Levi Weston, a surviving soldier of the Revola- 
ton, asking to be placed on the pensioh list; o! 
Amos Evans and others, for a mail route from 
Waponkannetta, through Hartford, Austria, to 
Sagar Grove, Ohio. The petition of James M. 
Swan, and other men, and of Ann Hart, and other 
women, praying the abolition of slavery and of th 
slave trade within the District of Columbia ; and 
of Joseph Douglass, and others, praying thot the 
sippleation for the admission of Texas may be re- 
ject d.} 

Messrs. 
Indiana. 

Mr. CASEY of Ulinois. 

[Mr. Casev presented the petition of the enizeas 
of the late Calage township, in Fayette county, 
[linois, stating that the petitioners had resided upon 
said township for a number of years, the greater 
portion of which time the township was the proper- 
ty of the State. Some years ago, Congress passed 
a law authorizing the State to select another town- 
ship in lien of the one above described, by which 
it became the property of the United States again. 
Severa! pre-emption laws have been passed by Con- 
gress since their residence upon the land, bat, 
from the construction of the law, none were 
permitted to enter in said township until 
a few days previous to the expiration of the Jast 
pre-emption act, very few of the citizens knew that 
the land could be entered at all; they, therefore, 
pray the passage of a pre-emption law for their 
benefit; referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Mr. C. aiso presented the 
sundry citizens of Montgomery county, praying 
tne establishment of a post ronte from Hillsboro 
to Shelbyville; also the petition of sundry e: 


escent ad the 


' the 
to thre 


WHITE, DUNN, and EWING, ot 


ZeNS 
of Coles county. praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Charleston in Coles county, throuch 
Independence, and New Albany, to Urbanna in 
Champaign county; the latter two petitions referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Messrs. LAWLER, LYON, and CHAPMAN, 
of Alabama. 

{[Mr. Cuapman presented a number of petitions 
froin about twelve hundred citizens of the 
kee nation, in Alabama, praying pre-emption 
rights, and the establishment of a new fand district 
within that territory; and asked that so much of 
said petitions as related to pre-emptions be reterred 
to the Committee on the state of the Union, to 
which tae bill on that subject had been referred ; 
and so much as relates to a new land diseict, be 
referred to the Cominittee on Public Lands: which 
were referred accordingly.] 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. 

{Mr. Miter presented the following petitions: 
The petition of George Lynch, praying Congress 
to grant him additional pension. Also, the pe 
tition of Major Tiomas Harrison, of Washington 
City, late of the army of the United States, pray- 
ing Congress to grant him compensation for extra 
services performed by him, while performing the 
duties of miliary storekeeper. Also, papers in 
the case of Ja..cs Morrison, of Missouri, assignee 
of Charles [::nny: referred to the Commitee of 
Private Lavi Claims. Also, the petition of 
Captain Lewis Bissell, of Missouri, praying 
Congress to grant him compensation for a tres- 
pass committed on his property by an offi 
cer in the service of the United States. 

Mr. M. moved that the petition and accompany- 
ing papers of James Morrison, assignee of Charles 
Denny, heretofore presented to Congress, praying 
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the confirmation of a certain tract of land, be 
taken from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Commftee on Private Land Claims. Also, 
that the pA@tition and accompanying papers, heret 
ture presented to Congress by George Lynch, prav- 
ing Congress to grant him a pension, be taken from 
the files of the Tlouse, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Peasions. Also, that the petition 
and accompanying papers of Lewis Bissell, hereto- 
fore presented to Congress, praying compensation 
for a trespass committed on his property by ai 

incer in > service of the United States, be taken 
trom the tiles of the House, and referred to the 
Committee ot Claims. ] 

Mr. CRARY, of Michigan. 

(Mfr. Crary presented -the petition of the inhabi- 
luren, Wayne county, for the establish- 
nent of a post route from Monroe to Ypsilanti. He 
also asked and obtained leave to present and have 
relerred the following resolutions and memorials 
\ jolut resolution of the Legislature of the Stat: 

wa reiative to certain proposiliens mace 
by Congress to said Legislature. Also a joint re 
solution fer the establishment cf a port of entry a 
Also a joint resolution in 
improvement of certain harbors and 
certain baht-houses on the lakes 
Also, a memorial of one hundred and seventeen 
Michigan, praying for the construction 
of a ship eanal around the Falls of Niagara 
lso, a memorial for the improvement cf the har- 
bor at the mouth of Clinton river.) 

Mir. DOWNING of Florida 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin 

[Mr. Jon ef Wisconsin presented petitior 
praying foc the passage of a pre-emption law. Pe- 
tition of Join Hord. Memorial for a harbor at 
Kewaukee. Petition of Henry Baird and others. 
Memorials of the Legislative Assembly of Wiscon- 
sin Territory, praying for the passage of a pre-emp- 
ton law; fer the improvement of the navigation of 
Fox river; tor a road trom Milwaukie to the Mis- 
sissippi river; for a harbor atthe mouth of the Mil- 
waukie river; for harbors at Twin, Manitowac, 
and Sheboyagan rivers; for a road from Chicago to 
Green Bay; for adivisionof the Territory of Wis- 
for the constraction of a harbor at Root r- 
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\; ver; for the granting of the right of pre-emption to 


the ocenpants of mineral lands. Also, resolutions 
of the same body, on the subject of the northern 
boundary of Missouri; and on the sabject of the 
| franking privilege. Memorial of citizens of the 
State of New York, praying for the construction of 
a shin and steambeat canal aound the falls of Ni- 
| agara. Petition of eitizees of Racine for a harbor 
i at the month of Root river. Resolution of the Le- 
| gistative Assembly of Wisconsin, on the subject of 
la ship canal around the falls of Niagara. Petitions 
from the people of Wisconsin, onthe subject of the 
northern boundary of Missouri. Petition for a 
mail route from Madison to Colambus, Wisconsin 
Territory. } 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Af- 
| fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| allowing to the legal representatives of the late Ed- 
| mund Roberts, (who died at Macao in June, 1836, 


| while engaged on an embassy to the eastern courts 


of Asia,) a continuation of his salary wil the re- 
turn of the United States ship Peacock, or until his 
effects reached this country. 
On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, of Mass. 

| Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
| Columbia be instructed to consider the expediency 
| of providing for the establishment of a hospital for 
the insane within the district of Columbia, sub- 
| stantially opon the plan of the hospital for lunatics 
| in Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, 

Resolved, That the petition, and report thereon, 
| of Bartlett Holmes, praying for a pension, be tab en 
| from the files of the House, and referred to ile 

Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| On motion of Mr. PARKER, 
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Resolved, Thai | 

nsions be instructed to inquire into the expec 
cy of placing on the pension list the name of Win. 
Walker,«: Delaware county, in the State of New 
York, a Revolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the Cemmitiee on 
Affairs be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the benefits of five years’ hall pay 
now allowed by law to the widows and orphans of 
officers and soldiers of the militia and volunicers 
who died in the service of the United States, to the 
widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of the 
regular army who have died, or shall «ie, in the 
service, or in consequence Of wounds receiv d 
while in the line of their duty. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the Secretary of War to issue a land 
warrant for 300 acres of land to the heirs of Cap- 
tain Redini W. Bell, deceased; the warrant tor- 
merly issued to said heirs for that amonnt having 
been lost by accident, and remaining unp id. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New Yok, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instrucied to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to William A. Cudde- 
back, of Orange county, in the State of New York, 
for his services as a soldier in the Revolutionary 
war. 

On motion of Mr. NOBLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of im- 
proving the harbor at Little Sodus Bay, on Lahe 
Ontario, in the State of New York, aad that the 
papers on file, relating to the subject, be referred 
to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. HALEY, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- 
propriation to defray the expense of bavys recom- 
mended to be placed at the mouth of the harbor of 
Mystic, in Connecticut. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of increasing the pension of Ebenezer Dewey, 
heretofore granted by special act of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Peu- 
sions be insiruc.ed to inquire into the expediency 
of allowing to Uzicl Holt, an invalid pensioner, 
a pension trom the time his disability occurred to 
the date of his pension certificaic. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for impreving the harbor at the 
mot th of Big Sodus Creek, in ihe tow n of El ise 
burg, in the county of Jefferson, New York, and 
hat all the papers and documents now on file with 
the Clerk of this TIouse relating to that matter, be 
referred to said comunittee. 

On motien of Mr. WHITE of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into ihe expediency of 
making an appropriation for the improrement of 
he navigation of the Wabash river. 

On motion of Mr. BICKNELI , 

Resolved, Tinat the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post roate frein Bouch- 
ville, Madison county, by Pratt’, Hollow Stock- 
bridge and Bennett’s Cornere, to Oneida Castle; and 
that the petition on file, presented at a former 
session on this subject, be referred to sar com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instrueied to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Ashbel Mason, a soldier of the Re- 
volution, his claim to bounty lands, or a gratuity 
equivalent; and that the papers in his case, on file 
in the War Department, tb» referred to the said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Comnnittee on 
Revolutionary Pensions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making provision by law, so that the 
soldiers af the Revolution who’ served six months 
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tion for their term of service, as is adopted by the 
w fixing the pension of soldiers who served nine 
onths iu the Revolutionary army. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, also, 

iteso'ved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
structed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
iting by law for the establishment of a hospital 
fer the accommodation and relief of disabled sea- 
men, al son.e suitable site w.thin or near the city of 
New York. 

On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

fesolved, That the petition of Aaron Tucker, 
praying for a pension, with the accompanying 
papers, be taken from the files, and referced to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

On motionof Me GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the benefits of five years’ half-pay, al- 
lowed by law to the widows and orphans otf officers 
and soldiers of the militia and voluntee:s who die 
in the serviee of the United States, to the widows 
and orphans of officers and soldiers of the regular 
army who have died, or shall die, in the service, or 
in consequence of wounds receiy>d in battle. 

On mouon of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to ingaire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to William A. Cudde- 
hack, of Orange county, New York, for his Revo- 
Jutionary services. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire whether Jacobus 
Swartout is not enutled to a pension for services 
rendered as an officer or private in the war of the 
fevolution. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of abolishing by law the postage upon 
newspapers, and that said committee report to this 
House, first, as to the policy of abolishing postage 
upou all newspapers distributed per mail in the 
respective counties where each paper so distri- 
buted may be published, and, secondly, as to all 
newspapers sent per mail into any part of the Uni- 
ted States. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Committee en Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the benefit of a drawback ef the duties to all 
goods, wares, anc merchandises which may hereaf- 
ter Le exported in’ orginal easks, cases, chests, 
boxes, uuanks, or other packages, either from the 
district where they were origivally entered, or from 
any other district to any foreign dominions, whether 
immediately adjoining the United States or other- 
wise; and, also, as to abolishing the duties on fo- 
reiga wheat ani ashes. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Comittee on Commerce in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the erection of a custom. 
house and public store-house in the city of New 
Orleans; and into the expediency of extending the 
limits of the port of New Orleans, so as to include 
the cily of Lafayette. 

On motion ot Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Wabash river. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a third district of the United States Fede- 
ral Court, to be held at the town of Tuscaloosa, to 
consist of the counties of Marion, Fayette, Wal- 
ker, Pickens, Sumpter, Marengo, Green, Perry, 
Bibb, Autaoga, Coosa, Tallapoesa, Randolph, 
Chambers, Benton, Taladega, Jefferson, and Tus- 
caloosa. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That tue Committee on the Post Ofhce 
am{ Post Roads inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blisking a post roate from Nawafolia, in Marengo 
county, via Hosea’s stote, Dumas Settlement, the 


Upper Peach Tree and Lower Peach Tree. | 
cox county, and Packer Settlement, to , 
ville, Monroe county, Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into th : 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Souk. 
sonville to Ashville, in Alabama, crossing the 
Coosa river at Sawyer’s ferry. Also, a route from 
Jacksonville, Alabama, by Tallapoosa, to Ceuta 
ton, Georgia. Also, to discontinue the route fom 
dellefonte, by Larkinsviile, ‘Trenton, Lownesyi = 
Hazle Green cross roads, to Athens, Alabama au 
from Salem, Tennessee, by Larkin’s Fork a5. 
Scraper, to Bellefonte, Alabama; and esiablish e 
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route from Salem, Tennessee, by Larkin’s For} 


Trenton, Larkinsville, Santa, Longston, Wyay 
Coffee, or Ben. Snodgrass’ store, to Claysyille 
Alabama; and a route from Belletonte to Scraper, 
Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Conimerce 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esto. 
blishing the following ports ef entry, to wit: at s 
Joseph, at the mouth of St. Joseph river, at Sae;- 
naw, on Saginaw river, and at St. Mary, on &. 
Mary river. ; 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved. That the Committee on the Territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing an additional judicial district in the Terr. 
tory of Florida, to consist of the counties of Jack. 
son, Washington and Franklin. 

Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, offered the follow. 
ing resolutions, which lie one day: 

Resolved, That so much of the repert of the Se. 
cretary of War as relates to the sale of the minera 
lands of the United States, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and that the Secretary 
be requested to furnish this House with all the 
information in his Department touching this sub- 
ject. 

Resclved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to furnish this House with the surveys, 
plans and estimates for the improvement of the 
mouths of the Manitowoc, the Sheboygan, the 
Kewaunee, the Root river, and of the Havre bay, 
in Wisconsin Territory, and of the mouth of the 
Milwaukie river. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause surveys to be made of the following rivers 
in Wisconsif? Territory, viz: the Des Moines, the 
lowa, the Waubosepinicon, the Macoquetor’s, the 
Rock, the Pecatonica, the Fox, together with plans 
and estimates for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the same. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, the 
committee were also instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing tor the loss of horses ani 
ether property pressed into the service in the Sac 
war of 1832. 

Mr. MILLER offered the following, which lies 
one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direcie: 
to report to this House the plan that has been 
adopted for the improvement of the harbor of 8’. 
Louis ; what progress has been made iu said work 
and whether any further appropriation will be ne- 
cessary for its prosecution the ensuing year; and 
if so, what amount will be required. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads an! 
Canals be instructed to inqnire into the expediency 
of granting an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river above 
the mouth of the Ohio, and the Missouri river, from 
its mouth, as high up said river as Fort Leaven- 
worth, 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutiona'y 
Pensions be instructed tov inquire into the expec! 
ency of placing on the pension list tlie name of 
William Walker, of Delaware county, New York, 
a Revolutionary soldier. 

On motion of Mr. NAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of im- 
proving the harbor of Little Falls, Sodus bay, °* 
Lake Ontario, in New York, and that the pape!s 
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on file ielating to the subject be referred to said 
mitiee. 

= mouon of Mr. GRAHAM, , 

Resolved, That the Cominittee of Clauns be in- 
stracted to inquire into the expediency aud propri- 
ety of amending the act entitled “ Au act to pro- 
yide for the paymeut of horses and other property 
lyst or destroyed in the military service of the 
United States,” approved January 18, 1837, so as 
to extend the benefits of said act to all cases of 
horses or other property of officers as well as other 
soldiers, and to mounted rangers, in the military 
service of the United States, lost or destroyed in 
such service since the Llsih day of June, 1812; and, 

On motion of Mr. WADDY TItLOMPSON, a 
Senate bill for the relief of Captain Samuel War- 
ren was read twice and referred. 

And then the House adjourned unti! Tuesday. 

IN SENATE, 
Fripay, December 29, 1837. 

Mr, WEBSTER appeared and took his seat. 

Mr. M’KEAN presented a petition on the subject 
of Texas. 

Also a pelition on 
MORRIS. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of the 
Rhode Island ‘temperance Society, for an amend- 
ment of the law authorizing the supply of ardent 
spirits in part rations for the navy: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of the clerks of the Patent Ojlice, for increase of 
salary: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a resolution discharging that Com- 
imittee from the farther consideration of the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Arkansas, relative to the 
relinguishment and re-location of certain bounty 
lands in that State,and that thesame be referred to 
the Commilttce on Public Lands: adoptd. Also, a 
bill appointing commissioners to examine indivi- 
{ual claims upon the United States, with amend- 
ments: read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the removal of the Red River raft: read and order- 
ed toa second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, frorn the Committee on Claims 
reported a 

3ill for the relief of John B. Keeting; 

Bill for the relief of Jesse E. Dow; 

Bill for the relief of John M’Cartey; 

Bill for the relief of Maj. Gen. Alexander Me 
Comb; 

Which were severally read and ordered toa se- 
cond reading. 

Reports from the same committee unfavorable to 
the petitions of James Pardoe; also, James M’Do- 
naid; also, John Burke; also, on a bill from the 
House on the petition of Thomas M’Candless. Re- 
ports adopted. 

Mr. MORRIS offered the following resolutions, 
remarking that he had prepared them by way of 
amesdment to those offered by the honorable Se- 
nator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun.) In 
drafting them he had, as far as his own opinion 
would pegmit, followed the text of those to which 
he had alluded, yet with variations calculated, in 
his view, to protect the right of petition, the free- 
dom of speech, and the liberty of the press. 

In offering the resolutions, the Senator from 
South Carolina had thrown the glove, and with ex- 
pressions of triumph asserted that none in the Se- 
hate could vote, in his opinion, against his views. 
He, however, dared to enter the lists single-handed, 
and engage with him. He wished the resolutions 
laid on the table and printed, and, when consider- 
ed, that they be taken up and acted upon one by 
one, in order. 

(These resolutions were given in tbe Globe yes- 
terday.] 

After being read by the Secretary, 

Mr. CALHOUN had expressed his hopes that 
bis proposition would meet with general favor from 
ihe Senate. He had expected some trifling oppo- 
‘ition, but nothing in the light of the present move- 

nent. It was, however, now decided that no con- 
session or sacrifice would satisfy the opposition. 


the same subject by Mr. 
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We had here a fair specimen of the deetrine in 
fuli color. Yes, hére was displayed the absolute 
creed of the Abolitionists fully developed, and 
from this he had lite hope that his desire to pro- 
mote the harmony of the Union would be eratitied. 
He, however, sternly denied throughout the charees 
brought against him by the gentleman who had 
olfered the resolutions. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the widow 
of Capt. Patrick, late of the army, for relief: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

Bill for the relinquishment of the 16th section of 
School lands 

Also, bill for the relief of Daniel Bush. 

Also, bill to ratify certain acts of John Pope, 
late Governor of Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and 
hereby is, instructed to communicate to the Senate 
such information as he has, and the Department 
contains, upon the following matters, to wit: 

The number of troops, including allies, which 
have been employed in the war with the Seminole 
Indians from its commencement to this ume; 

The number now in the service; 

The authority under, and by which, allies have 
been employed, and the terms and conditions upon 
which they do or haye served; 

The amount of naval force, if any, that has been 
employed on this service, and whether, and to 
what extent, it has been employed on land; if steam 
vessels have been employed, and how many, and 
for what kind of service; 

The number of persons employed by the United 
States that have been kiled, or have perished from 
wounds, or other causes, in the several campaigns; 

The entire aisbursements made by the United 
States to carry on this war up to this time; 

The probable arrearages now due; 

The whole number of the Seminole population 


at the commencement of hostilities; the number of | 


warriors there; the number killed, and the number 
taken prisoners by the United States; the number 
that has come in, and voluntarily surrendered; the 
number of warriors that have emigrated; the num- 
ber still remaining; the number of other corps 
who have emigrated, and the number remaining; 
the probable number of arms possessed by the 
Seminole Indians at the commencement of the 
war, and the sources from which they have ob- 
tained supplies of ammunition. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred “a bil for the relief 
of sundry estizens of Arkansas, who lost their im- 
provements in consequence of a treaty between 
he United States and Choctaw Indians: reporred 
the same with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Resolved, That Secretary of War be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a statement of the 
amount annually paid for Revolutionary pensions in 
each State and Territory, and in the District of 
Columbia, from the year 1789, to the present time; 
also, the annual aggrevate amount of the same 
payments for pensions during the same period. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the payment of the militia, called 
out by the Indian Agent at Logansport, Indiana, 
to suppress a threatened riot, at the payment of 
the annuity at that place, in the year 1836. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire in expediency of making ap- 
propriations for constructing harbors at the mouths 
of the Kalamazoo, North and South Black rivers, 
Pigeon river, and for building a pier on which to 
erect a light-house at the mouth of Grand river, in 
ihe State of Michigan. 

The CHAIR presented a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, in obedience to a resolution of the 
Senate, relative to the surveys of the Atlantic and 
Western railroad: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, . 

The resolution by Mr. NILES for information 
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from the Postmaster General relative to ihe expe- 
diency of transmitung money by inai!, de. was, in 
an amended fori, adopted. 

‘The bill to amend the act of 1790, providing for 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, was taken up for consideration, and an 
amendment subsuiuting for “ death” that of “ im- 
prisonment to hard labor for a term not less than 
few years, oF for life, at the diseretion of the court,” 
tor the crime of burning public buildings or docu 
ments, was adopted—yeas 23, nays 16, as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Davis, Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rugg!es, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Walker, Webster, 
Williams, and Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Clay of 
Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Lyon, Nicholas, Sevier, Strange, Tipton, 
White, and Wright—16. 

The bill, with other amendments, was then or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the executrix of the late 
Richard W. Meade was taken up in Committee of 
the Whole, and discussed at length; and, 
after the adoption of some amendments, was finally 
order dito be engrossed for a chird reading. 

The bill for the erection of a hospital in the Dis 
triet of Columbia was debated in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The blank, on motion of Mr, WILLIAMS, was 
filled with $50,000. 

An amendment, offered by Mr. SEVIER, was 
discussed, giving the privilege of admission to ma 
rines and soldiers of the United States ; when, 

On motion, The Senate adjourned. 

TLOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, Jan. 2, 1838. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the 
order of States aad Territories, commencing with 
the latter, and the fcllowing gentlemen severally 
presented, viz: 

Mr. DOWNING of Florida. 

Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 

{Mr. Crary presented a petition fora mail route 
from Cassopolis to Keelersville; also, a petition of 
two hundred and seventy citizens of Berrien county, 
tor the passage of a general pre-emption law; also, 
a petition of John Wood and others, of Livingston 
county, for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the Disirict of Columbia. } 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri. 

(Mr. Mirier presented the following petitions: 
The petivon of Benjamin Carnahan, and 212 
others, praying the establishment of @ mail route 
from Columbia, in Boone county, Mo. to Mount 
Vernon, in Cooper county; theace by the way of 
Pisgah, Palestine, Mount Carmel, and Anator, to 
Georgetown, in Pettis county, in said State: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. Also, the petition of Bryan Mullanphy 
and others, members of the bar at St. Louis, Mo. 
praying Congress to pass a law increasing the num- 
ber of terms of the Cireuit Court of the United 
States for the District of Missouri, and for other 
purposes: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. Also, the petition of William Gillis and 
John King, of Missouri, praying the passage of a 
law granting them the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain lands therein named: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. Also, the petition of Henry 
Coleman, of Missouri, praying Congress to grant 
him relief, in consequence of damages sustained in 
a contract entered into by him with an authorized 
agent of the United States: referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. Also, papers in the case of Enoch 
Matson, of Missour, relating to his location of 640 
acres of land, by virtue of New Madrid certificate 
No. 155, by which he makes application to Con- 
giess for authority to remove the same, in conse- 
quence of its interference with certain Spanish 
grants, and for permission to re-locate the same, on 
any of the public lands in the State of Missouri not 
otherwise appropriated, the sale of which is autho- 
rized by Jaw: referred to the Comauttce on Public 
Lands. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pubsie Lands 
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La instructed to .aguire into the expediency of cu- 
thorizing Faw cn Matson, of Missouri, tv remove 
his location uv. 644 acres of land made by virtue of 
New Madi «ervticale No. 165, issued by Frede- 
rick Bates, recorder of land titles at St. Lou's, in 
consequence of said jvcation interfering with and 
covering portions of certain Spanish grants, now 
confirmed, aud allow him to re-locate sat! New 
Madrid certificate @n any of the public lacds in the 
State of Missouri not otherwise appropriaie |, the 
sale of which is authorized by law. 

Mr. Mitcier moved that the petition an { accom- 
panying papers of Francis Cooper, ot Missouri, 
praying compensation for deprecations commuted 
on his property by certain [adians, heretofore ro- 


ferred to Congress, be removed from the files of 


the Elouse, and reierred to the Committee cf 
Claims. Also, that the petition and papers of John 
G. and Robert A. Heath, of Missouri, praying 
compensation for depredations commitied on their 
property by certain ladians, heretofore referred to 
Congress, be taken from the files of the H[HOUu-e, and 
referred to the Commitiee «f Claims. Also, that 


the petition and papers of James Anderson, of 


Missouri, praying compensation for depredavions 
committed on his property by certain Indians, 
heretofore presented to Congress, be taken from the 
files of the House, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Mr. CASEY of Hlinois. 

[Mr. Casey presented the memorial of Thomas 
%. Hinde and Jacob Lesher, of Mount Carmel, 
Wabash county, Hlmois, praying the establish- 
ment of an armory at the falls of the Great Wa- 
bash; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Commutee on Military Affairs, and ordered to he 
printed. | 

Mr. RARIDEN of Indiana 

{Mr. Raaipen introduced the petition of sundry 
muzens of NKnightstewn and vicinity, praying for 
the erection oi a bridge across Blue river, on the 
Cumberland road: referred to the Committee on 

toads and Canals. 

Messrs. MORRIS, ALEXANDER, KILGORE, 
GOODE, and DUNCAN, of Ohio. 

{[Mr. Kircorr presented the petition of thirty- 
one females of Harrison county, Ohio, praying the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
tnei of Columbia; also, the petition of thirty-one 
females vi 1) same county and State, remon- 
Strating against ie aenexaution ef Texas to the 
United Staies; also, the petition cf thirty-one fe- 
mates of the same county and State, prayyng the 
abolition of slavery and the s'ave trade in the Te:- 
ritaries of the United States; and, also, the petition 
of thirty-one females of the same county and State, 
praying Congress not to admit into the Union any 
new State whose Constitut'cn tolerates slavery. ] 

Mr BELL of Tennessee. 

Messrx. CALHOUN and RUMSEY cf Ken- 
tucky. 

Messrs. OWENS and HOLSEY cf Georgia. 

On motien of Mr. DAWSON, the following re- 
solution, submitted by him some days since, was 
taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House what number of the 
Cherokee tribe ot Indians are yet remaining witbin 
the limits of the State of Georgia; how many have 
gone west of the river Mississippi, in conformity to 
the late treaty between that tribe and the Govern- 
ment of the United States; whether he apprehends 
any difficulty in removing those who yet remain, 
when the time stipulated in the treaty for their remo- 
val shall arrive; what portion, ifany, ofsaid tribe has 
signified their intention net to conform to said trea- 
ty; whether be has any information in his Depart- 
ment indicating a hostile intent among said Indians 
towards the citizens ef Georgia; and whether he 
has any reason which may incline him to appre- 
hend that satd Indians, or any part of them, may 
commit acts of violence upon the citizens, cr de- 
predations on their property, about the time they 
shall be required by the treaty to remove; what 
military force he has established in that section of 
ihe Union to secure the enforcement of the treaty, 
if necessary, and to prevent acts of vinlenoe or dew 
predations by the Indians; whether he anticipates 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


an increase of military strength in that section, lo 
| 


rut extent and at what time, and that the Secre- 
ary be requested to say whether any precautionary 
measures should be adopted, on the part of Con- 
gress, 10 aid his Department in causing the execu- 
lion of the treaty with the Cherokee tribe of In- 
cians, and preventing acts of violence and depre- 
dations from said Indians, or any part of them. 

Mr. WISE submitted the following, which Mr. 
DAWSON accepted asa modification: 

“Also, whether any report has been made by the 
avent lacely sent to the Cherokees, and if so, and 
not incompatible with the public interest, that the 
Secretary of War be requested to communicate the 
said reportto this House.” 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina submitted 
the following, which Mr. DAWSON also accept- 
ed: Strike out “ State of Georgia” wherever it 
occurs, and insert “ the said tribe of Indians east 
of the Mississippi river.” 

Mr. EVERETT submitted the following amend- 
ment thereto: 

“And that the President be requested to lay be- 
fore this House copies of all documents relating to 
the regulation of the late treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians, and of all communications of the Chero- 
ke+ Indians relative thereto.” 

After some brief observations from Mr. DAW- 
SON on the resolution, 

Mr. WISE wished to ask whether a report had 
not been already made by commissioners appoint- 
ed by the Executive. He understood that at least 
athousand cases of fraud had been made out, but 
which had never been reported to the House. He 
said he gathered his information from an agent, 
recently returned from among the Cherokees, whom 
he knew to be a gentleman, and any statement he 
made respecting those oppressed peop'e might be 
safely relied upon as correct. Mr. W. then al- 
luded to the practice of making citizens of foreign- 
ers, whose views were frequently inimical to our 
own, and asked upon what principle of justice the 
Government refused to graut the prayer of the 
Cherokee Indians, who wished to become natu- 
ralized. Thus (said Mr. W.) they might be per- 
mitted to remain on the land of their forefathers, 
enjoying ail the benefits of our institutions. As a 
further reason why their wish should be granted, 
Mr. W. adverted to their high state of ¢ vilization 
He thought it highly desirable tha! the r port of the 
agent recently arrived from the Cherokees should 
be made to the House, in additon to the former 
information. 

Mr. DAWSON had no objection whatever to 
such a course. The object of his resolution was 
s'mply to ascertain the exact state of ailairs at that 
time in relation to the treaty, and to lay all the in- 
formation before the House. 

Mr. WISE proposed to amend the resolution, by 
adding to the end thereof: “ also, if any report has 
been made by the agent lately sent to the Chero- 
kees, and if not incompatible with the public inte- 
rest, that he communicate said report to this 
House; which modification was accepted. 

Mr. HOLSEY had no desire to enter into a de- 
bate on this subject, but some observations, made 
by the gentleman from Virginia, made it his daty 
to say a few words inreply. That gentleman had 
spoken of the Cherokees as an “‘oppressed people.” 
Without going into any argument on the sub- 
ject, he would simply allege, that they were within 
the jarisdiction of the State of Georgia, and for her 
policy, Georgia he!d herself responsible to none but 
God and her conscience. When the gentleman 
spoke so strongly and feelingly about oppres-icn, 
he evidently had his eye fixed on the policy of 
Georgia. He (Mr. H ) would repel the charges 
and insinuations thrown out against the State which 
he had the honor of representing. He would tell 
him that Georgia would stand upon her reserved 
rights, and would never relinquish them. He 
woul tell him that the people of Georgia would 
never consent to have naturalized Indians among 
them, who, civilized as they were said to be, were 
not fit to associate with free born citizens of the 
United States. What, he would ask, were they to 
have a nation of semi-barbarons people thrust upon 
them, afid fastened for ever upon the jurisdiction of 
Georgia? That policy was one which would be 


repelled at all hazards; and her people would never 
submit to have a set of harpies forced upon her, to 
prey upon her substance. Whenever such in 
attempt should be made, it woul! meet with a 
determined resistance. 

_ Mr. WISE was of opinion that the gentleman 
in his remarks, had exhibited a great deal of unne. 
cessary zeal about Georgia, as, in his observations 
on the oppression of the Indians, he had alluded t, 
the General Government, and not to the State of 
Geoigia. He had not “the policy of Georgia in 
hiseye,” but the Legislative and Executive branches 
of the General Government, which were the op. 
pressors of the Indians, and by whose officers a 
treaty had been forced upon them. Yes, if they 
would give him but twelve honest men of the State 
of Georgia, he would prove it by that jury that the 
treaty had been forced upon the Cherokees in the 
face ef the officers of our own standing army, and 
thus incurring the liability of a war. Mr. W. then 
made some allusions to the fermer and present 
policy of Georgia. He contended that notwith- 
standing what had been said by the member from 
that State, about the resistance which would be 
made to any attempt to naturalize the Cherokees, jt 
was his conviction that there was no lawyer in 
Georgia who would deny the right of the General 
Government to accomplish it. In his opinion, the 
Government had just as good a right to make an 
Indian a citizen, as an Irishman; and if they were 
made citizens, it would be no disparagement to the 
citizens of Georgia. They had now in the city a 
Georgian, who was Secretary of State; and they 
had, also, an Indian from Georgia of the Cherokee 
tribe, named John Ross, who would, at any time, 
compare in intellect and moral honesty with Joba 
Forsyth. He wished to know why such Indians as 
these were not as eligible to become citizens as the 
hordes of foreigners from the old world. The Che- 
rokees had assisted in fighting the battles of our 
country, and had fought side by side with the white 
man in the struggle for her libert:es; and what rea- 
son eould be assigned why they should not share in 
its beneficial results? 

Mr.GLASCOCK regretted that any unnecessary 
discussion had arisen on the resolution offere: b; 
his colleague. He understood the motives of his 
colleague were simply to put the House in posses- 
sion of the instruction which was needed, and to 
let the people of Georgia know what they might 
expect from the General Government in relation to 
the fulfilment of the treaty, and their peculiar 
situation. Fle regretted that his colleague should 
have deemed it necessary to wllude to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise;) but 
as the policy of Georgia had been attacked, he 
would observe that Georgia had assumed a certaiu 
line of conduct in relation to the Cherokees; ani 
she would, at all hazards, pursue that policy. It 
seemed to him, that if the gentleman had any mea- 
sure to propose in relation to John Ross, or the 
naturalization of the Indians, the most proper 
course would be to bring in a special bill for that 
purpose, as it was totally irrelevant and uncon- 
nected with the present question. With regard to 
the intellect of John Ross, he was willing to admit 
that he was a man of excellent judgment; but wher 
an attempt was made to compare bim with the 
Secretary of State, he thought it a most extracril- 
nary comparison, coming from a man of such «is 
cernment as the gentleman from Virginia. 

But the people of Georgia were anxious to know 
what course the General Government intended to 
pursue, in order that they might take their own 
measures accordingly. The treaty having been 
made, Georgia expected all the facility in the power 
of Government to carry it into effect, and that ai 
the requisite assistance would be granted by the 
Secretary of War. 

The gentleman talked about fraud and oppre~ 
sion; but he would ask him if this were the proper 
occasion for sucha charge, now that the treaty hac 
received the sanction of both Houses, and becone 
the law of the land? If he recollected right, the 
gentleman from Virginia himself voted in favor of 
the treaty. 

Mr. WISE. No. I beg to say that such w23 
not the case. I battled it for four years. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. Well, it received the sanc 
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tion of a large majority in this House and in the 
Senate; and it is enough for our purpose that the 
treaty was made the law of the land, and carried 
into effect. Mr. G. then proceeded at some length 
to trace the probable evil results of the present dis- 
cussion, and the bad feeling it would cause among 
the Cherokees. It wou'd, in a manner, countenance 
their resistance to the fulfilment of the treaty, and 
hence it was possible that depredations might 
arise, and the same scenes aga‘n attempted, which 
made humanity shudder. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to further modify the re- 
solution, by striking out “State of Georgia,’ and 
inserting “‘the said tribe of Indians east of the Mis- 
s ssippi river.” 

Mr. DAWSON felt glad that the resolution had 
given rise to the present discussion, as it ha 
thrown open the subject in such a way as to give 
him and his colleagues an opportunity of stating 
the true condition of things. He, for one, was 
proud to avew to the world that the Cherokee In- 
dians were the most moral of any tribe in the Uni- 
ted States. But to what cause was it to be attri- 
buted. He would tell them. Their high state of 
civilization had grown out of the humane policy 
pursued toward them by their neighbors. It waz 
the people of Georgia whq had accomplished it, by 
establishing missionaries among them, and adopt- 
ing other salutary measures. The Legislature of 
Georgia had thrown her protection around them, 
and placed them upon the same footing as the 
white man, and injuries could no more’ be inflicted 
upon an Indian with impunity, than thay could up- 
on their own citizens. But his object in offering 
the resolution, was that the true state of affairs 
might be made known to the country. Georgia 
desired not to interfere with any arrangements of 
the General Government, but in justice to herself 
required information, as to the course the Govern- 

ment intended to pursue. 

Mr. EVERETT made some remarks, in which 

he endeavored to show that no treaty had ever 
been made by the Cherokees, and that the agents 
who claimed to have represented them had not 
been authorized so to do; consequently, it would 
be extremely unjust to attempt to force them from 
their country, in pursuance of a pretended treaty, 
when, in fact, none such had ever been made or 
agreed to by them. With that view, he moved an 
amendment to the resolution, as follows: “and 
that the President be requested to lay before this 

House copies of all documents relating to the regu- 
lation of the late treaty with the Cherokee Indians, 

and of all communications of the Cherokee Indians 

relating thereto.” 

Mr. HOLSEY replied at length. He urged that, 
the treaty having been made and confirmed by 

Congress, the Executive had a right to make use 

of the standing force of the nation to compel its 
fulfilment. 

Mr. WISE was in favor of the amendment 

offered by the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. 

Everett ;) for he was certain that, when all the do- 

cuments came to be examined, there was no man 
who would say that the treaty had ever been rati- 
fied by the Cherokees. 

Mr. DAWSON made an ineffectual attempt to 
indnce Mr. Evererr to withdraw his amendment. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. EVE- 
RETT and GLASCOCK, 

Mr. HAYNES said it was obvious that there 
was no connection between the original resolution, 
as offered by his colleague, (Mr. Dawson,) and the 
amendment proposed by the honorable gentleman 
from Vermont, (Mr. Everett.) The purpose of 
the resolution was tu obtain information from the 

War Department touching the progress made in 
the execution of the Cherokee treaty, and the mea- 
sures which might hereafter become necessary to 
enforce iis fulfilment. We desired to obtain that 
information for the purpose of quieting the minds 
of our constituexts living in the Cherokee country: 
that wasall. From the amendment itself, proposed 
by the honorable gentleman trom Vermont, it was 
manifest that his osject was to bring up the ques 
tion of treaty or no treaty. But that honorable 
gentleman had distinetly avowed it to be his object 
'0 ralse that question. It was, he believed, the 
first time he had ever heard it avowed that this 
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| this disenssion. 
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House was the treaty-making power. 
would not request the honorable member from 
Vermont to withdraw his proposed amendment, as 
«he did not suppose he could be more successful in 
appealing to his courtesy than others had been, to 
whom ithad been denied. He would not go into 
the numerous topics which had been drawn into 
Of the arguments of the honora- 
ble gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Bverett.) and 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr Wi-e,) 


| he would say, that their sum and substance was 


this: that a treaty was very good if they liked it, 


| and very bad if they did not like it. 


Mr. DAWSON again expressed a hope that the 
amendment of Mr. Everett would be withdrawn. 
Mr. OWENS moved to lay it on the table; but 


the question being taken on his motion, it was lost. 


After some further debate between Messrs. 
WISE, GRANTLAND, TOWNS and EVER 
ETT, the question was taken on Mr. Everett's 
a:nendment, and rejected without a division. 

The resolution, as modified by Mr. Wise, was 
then agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT submitted the following: “And 
that the President be requested to lay before this 
House copies of all documents relating to the re- 
gniation of the late treaty with the Cherokee In- 
dians, and of all communications of the Cherokee 
Indians relative thereto.” 

Some further remarks were then made by Messrs. 
EVERETT, WISE, GRANTLAND, TOWNS, 
and GLASCOCK; when 

Mr. OWENS moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table: lost. 

Mr. HAYNES then spoke for some time against 
the proposed amendment of Mr. EVERETT; when 
the question was taken, and it was rejected, without 
a division. 

The resolution as modified was then agreed to, 

Petitions and memorials were then further pre- 


| sented by— 


Mr. ELMORE, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. GRAHAM, CONNOR, and WIL- 
LIAMS, of North Carolina. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. GOODE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire inio the expediency of re- 
porting a bill providing for the selection of other 
school lands tor the Indian reservation in the State 
of Ohio (hereinafter mentioned) latterly purchased 
of the Indians by the United States. The section 


| sixteen in these reservations having been derided not 


to be appropriated for the support ¢f sehools. 

The reservations are Blanchard creek, Acqug- 
noxas village, Lewistown, Wapnankannitta, Hoa 
creek, Big Spring, Seneca, and Ottawa. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of re-establishing the mail ronte from 
Slainterville to Pendleton village, inthe State of 
Seuth Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. RUMSEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inguire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Green- 
ville, in Muhlenberg county, Kentucky, by the 
mouth of Muddy river, to Morgantown, in the 
county of Butler. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
lowing interest on the amountefa claim granted 
to the legal representatives of James Brown, ‘e- 
ceased, by actof Congress of June, 1834. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inqnire into the expedien- 
ty of placing Capt. Jacob White, of Kentucky, on 
the pension list. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be iustructed to inquire into the propriety of 
making an appropriation to complete the improve- 
ments under contract apon Green and Big Barren 
rivers, in Kentucky; and to make such other im- 
provements as shall carry slack water navigation 
apon those rivers to the highest navigable points. 


a pw 
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Ona motion of Mr. GR AVES, 

Resolved, That the Committe® on the Post Off «+ 
aud Post Roads be instructed to inquire im‘o the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Shelbyvi'le to Connorsville, in Shelby county, Ken- 
tucky ; and another from Newcastle to Wallace- 
ville, Elenry county, Kentucky 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Reso/red, That the Committee on Revo'unonary 
Pens ons be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of plreng Mrs. Frances Chandler on the pension 
roliv on account of the servioys of her deceased 
husband, Daniel Chandler. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, 

R-soived, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this Hous the 
causes which have prevented a comp'iance with 
the resolution of this House passed the 24th Febru- 
ary, 1837, in relation to alleged frauds committed 
upon the Indians. 

On motion of Mr. CHANEY, 

Resolved, That the Commutee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Rey- 
noldsburg, in Franklin county, via West Carrollton, 
io Lancaster, in the county of Fairfield, 0. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pot Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from War- 
ren, in the county of Trumbull, O. by the way of 
Gariettsville and Aurora, in the county of Portage, 
to the city of Cleaveland, in Cuyahoga county. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roals and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses of draining Field's Lake and 
Baven ———., near ther:iver —-—-, Sate of Leu- 
buana. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to defray the expenses of 
draining Lake Fields, and Bayou L’Eaubleue, 
near the river La Fourche, in the State of Louisi- 
ana 

On 
rolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Waynesborough, North Carolina, to Strabane, in 
the county of Lenoir, passizg by Whitefield’, Mills 
to Jericho; also, a post route from Washington, North 
Carolina, to Portsmouth, within the same State 

On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of restoring the name of William Cum- 
ming and Christopher Eaton of North Carolina to 
the pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post O‘fice 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Nor- 
woor's Store, North Carolina, to Mt. Comfort, by 
the way of the Rocky River Springs and Jacob 
Eford’s. 

On motion of Mr. KILGORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex 
pediency of establishing a post route from Mon- 
roeville, Jefferson county, to New Lisben, Co- 
lumbiana county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accoanis ba 
instructed to report the number of messengers and 
ay that are necessary for the d«spatch of the pub- 
ic business of this House, with the compensation 
that should be given to them in full for their ser- 
vices. 

On motion of Mr. MAURY, 

Resolved, That the Committce on Commerce be 
instructed to inqnire into the expediency of repert- 
ing a bill making the town of Paducah, Kentucky, 
<tuated at the mouth of the Tenuessce on the Ouio 
river, a port of entry. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, 

ResoWwed, That the Cummitiee on the Pus: O% ox 


motion of Mr. SHEPARD of Norh Ca- 
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and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- | 


pediency of establis'ing a mail,route ium Louis- 
ville by Jefferson, Taylorsyillé, Bloomfield, &c. 
to Maxwell, in Washington county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Commitice on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of adding 
Memphis to the number of sites for marine hosy- 
tals on the western waters, already selected by the 
inedical board appointed for that purpose, and re- 
ported by them to this House at the present session, 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Rtsolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be insiructe! to inquire into the 
expediency of providing, for the use of the Post Of- 
fice Departinent, maps showing the post offices and 
post roads. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Reads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of se altering the present tariff of post- 
age charged upon letters, pamphlets, &c. traus- 
mitted by mail, that it shall correspond with the 
.oin of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Revwlved, That the Committee on the Post Oflice 
aud Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route throngh 
Georgetown, in Brown county, through Feesburg 
and New Boston, to Felicity,io Clermont county, 
Obio; also, a post route from Russelville through 
Arnheim to Sardinia; in Brown county, Ohio. 

Mr. WISE, on leave, submitted the 
resolution 

Resolved, Vhat a committee, to consist of —— 
members, be appointed, to inquire into the expe- 
diency of s© amending the Constitunon of the Uni- 
ied States, as to prohibit the appointment of mem- 
bess of Executive offiees during the 
ime for which they are clected Beuators oi Kepire- 
sentatives, and the ume of two years thereafter. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WISE, 
HAYNES, WILLIAMS of North Carolina, UN- 
DERWOOD and YELL, and before the question 
was taken, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


following 


Congress to 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 2, 1838 

N°. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Renoit Henri Lubitsh-Klimkiewitch, late a liente- 
nant-colonel in the Poltsh service, and nephew of 
Thaddeus Kosciusko, for relief. 

Mr. B. remarked that the petitioner. was now 
in Philadelphia in great distress. He only i sked 

i Congress a grant of to which he could 
retire, and by sustain hunself; or 
would even be d to purchase a section of 
ind, on risk of his own ability to pay for the same 
at Government price in the course of one or two 
years: referred t> the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McKEAN presented petitions of citizens of 
Pennsylvama, against the annexation «f Texas: 
laid on the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Anna 
Boyd, widow of a Revolutionary officer, for relief: 
referred. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of 100 
ciuzens of Bernen county, Michigan, fer the enact- 
ment of a general pre-emption law: referred. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented memorials of citizens 
of Maine, against the annexation of Texas, and on 
the snbjeet of the abolition of slavery: laid on the 


table, 


land 
his exertions 


satis iit 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
targe number of cuizens of Philadelphia, relative 
to the sudden discharge of five hundred mechanics 
irom the navy yand in that city, and asking an ap- 
propriation tr the completion of the frigate Rati- 
ian, now on the stocks; thus affording employment 
for said mechanics 

Mr. Bucwaxax, in preventing this memorial, 
would make a single remark in relation to it. A 
very large nomber of induyinious and skilful me- 
chaetes had Leea suddenly deprived of employment 

he navy \ard in Philadelpi at this incle- 

nt season of the Many of them with 
<« fauithes, were now in a saflering condition, 

h the hope «frelef dumog the present win- 


year, 
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ter, unless the Government will afford them er- 
ployment. They ask only that they may be per- 
mitted to give a fair equivalent in labor, when it is 
required to be performed by the public interest, for 
bread for themselves, their wives and their chil- 
dren. It had been represented to him, and was so 
stated jn the memorials, that the frigate Raritan 
was then decaying on the stocks in the navy yard 
at Philadelphia. If this were the fact, and he had 
no reason to doubt it, the interest of the United 
States required that these mechanics should be em- 
ployed upon this frigate. Public policy thus har- 
monised with the claims of humanity. He begged 
leave, therefore, to commend the clains of these 
suffering mechanics to the favorable and imme- 
diate attention of the Comimitiee on Naval Affairs. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Bucuanan also presented ten memorials 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, against the annexa- 
tion of Texas. Also, three on the subject of aboli- 
tion ; motion to receive which was laid on the 
table. 

Also, two from the same, for the alteration of 
certain post routes: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, for 
a dry dock in that city : referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Illinois, praying the establish- 
weentof a national army at the falls of the Wa- 
bash river: referred to the Committee on Military 
Atlairs. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Temperance Society, to abolish 
the of ardent spirits in the navy: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Private potitions were also presented by Messrs. 
GRUNDY, CIP TON, PRESTON, SOUTITARD, 
NILES, CUTHBERT, and KING, and severally 
appropriately referred. 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Henry Fisher : read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS introdneed a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Gustavus Warner ; also tor the re- 
lief of the heirs of Wm. Ramsay: severally read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported a bill for the relier of R. S. Cox; 

Mr. WALL, frura the same, reported a bill to 
prevent the counterfeit of ioreign coins: severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON introduced a bill to abolish duty 
on Indian blankets and Indian goods generally: 
read, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
the Senate the result of a survey of the Black, 
White, and S. Francis rivers, together with esti- 
mates of the expense of rendering the same navi- 
gable. 

On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of al- 
tering post routes from Rome, Ga. to Somerville, 
Ala. and other places; also, the reference of seven 
petitions on the same sabjectto the same commit- 
tee: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the Commissicner of the 
General Land Office, so as to bear a just proportion 
to the salaries of other officers in the Executive 
Department. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolutions and reporis of the Committee of 
Claims, adverse to petitions of John Burke; a'so, 


nse 


James Pardee; also, John M’Donald; which were ' 


adopted. 
Bill to amend the act of 1790, relative to the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 


States, in capital cases, was read a third time and | 


passed 


The bill tor the relief of the executrix of the | 


inte Richard W. Meade, was then taken up, and 
on the question of its passage - 


Le A ttt a 

a 

cen momen omerenintinate 
es 


M:. WRIGHT said he would like it to be post 
poned until the day after to-morrow, in « rder that 
he might have time to : 


. look into US merits With 
some degree of care. He had exatninued It ten 


years ago, when he was first in the House of Re. 
presentatives, but not since that period. It was a 
bill involving an important principle, as well as 
the appropriation of an immense amount of mon 
or he would not have asked this delay on the 
tion of its final passage. He wonld pledge | 
not to ask for a further postponement. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he had no objec. 
tion to the postponement, convinced, as he an 
that the more it was examined, the more would jt¢ 
justice become apparent. 

The motion to postpone was adopted. 

The bill to authorize the erection of a hospital in 
the City of Washington, and for cther purposes, 
was then taken up, when 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved its recommit. 
ment to the Committee on the District of Colum. 
bia, on the ground that they were called on to ap- 
propriate money for the erection of a al. 
without proper data or plan. He thought the trye 
course would be to have a full report from that 
committee, setting forth the plan cf the building, 
the expense of erection, cost of maintenance, on 
which the Senate could act understandingly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS had hoped that the chairman 
of the Committee for the District of Columbia 
would have been in his place when this bill should 
be acted upon, but as he is not, would state, as we] 
as he could, the reasons which induced the committee 
to reportit. The bill provides for the erection of 
a hospital in the District of Columbia, for the ac- 
commodation and relief of the insane of the District, 
for such sick and indigent soldiers, seamen, and 
others, as may be admitied under regulations here- 
after to he adopted. 

ls the f rcv an cstablishment, and 
is itsuch ar «bject as calls for the favor and pa- 
tronage of the nation? 

It is now well understood that insanity is a disease 
as capable of being relieved and cured by prope: 
treatment, and with suitable accommodations, as 
other acute diseases to which men are subject; and 
when attended to in its early stages, the proportion 
of cures is as great in this as in other diseases. A 
principal instrument in procuring relief and reco- 
very for the insane is comfortable and cleanly ac- 
commodations, and kind treatment; and these can- 
not often be had without some such an establishment 
as is proposed by the bill under consideration. The 
committee were not informed of the number of in- 
sane persons within the District, but it is believed 
that in the United States the average is about on 
ina thousand of population; and as the population 
of the District of Columbia is said to be from 30 to 
40,000, itis safe to estimate that there are from 30 
tv 40 insane persons in the District. Beside the 
insane, there are many persons annually who come 
to the seat of Government to ask of Congress what 
they consider to be due to them; and they remain 
pursuing their claims until their means of support 
are exhausted, and many of them are eompelled to 
ask charity from their representatives, or be thrown 
upon the District for relief. Many of these are 
soldiers and seamen who have served their coun- 
try, and think themselves entiiied to the bonnty otf 
their Government, but whose ineans are not ade- 
quate to their support while Waiting the slow pro- 
gress of the acts of Congress for their relie!. Now, 
unless such persons can obtain charity {rom their 
representatives in Congress, or friends whom they 
may happen te find here, they must be thrown upon 
the city authorities for support. And why should 
the city be at the charge of furnishing support to 
such persons, not belonging to the city? There is 
not only no reason for it, but the city has not, 10 
fact, the means of affording it. The only building 
provided by the city for the relief of the poor is a 
poor-house, or asylum, which is already filled hy 
persons belonging to the city, and who have a rigkt 
to be supported there. Is it not, then, right and 
proper that the nation should be at the expense 0! 
providing such accommodation as is contemplated 
by the bill? Is it not an object worthy the endow- 
ment of Congress? In reply to inquiries as to the 
size of the building contemplated to be erected, aud 
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the cost of it, he would state that the President of 
the Board of Heaith had furnished an estimate of 
the cost of sach a building as he supposed might he 
proper, prepared by Mr. Mills, Architect of Public 
Buildings, and which was to consist of one princi- 
yal centre building 100 feet long and 58 feet wide, 
with wings al each end 25 feet wide, projecting 20 
fect in front, and 37 feet in rear, of the centre 
yailding; to be three stories high, and made of 
hammered stone, would cost from 110 to 115,000 
dollars, and would accommodate 120 patients and 
3) insane persons, with all attendants, matrons, 
and assistants. The committee were disposed to 
adopt a less expensive plan, and reported an appro- 
priation of 50,000 dollars, relying that the Presi- 
dent, under whose control the whole subject was to 
be placed, would take all necessary means to as- 
certain the best plan, before he would sanction it. 

Sull, however, if the Senate were not satisfied 
with the information now communicated, he had 
not the least objection to the recommitment of the 
bill to the committee who reported it. 

Mr. SEVIER said when it was under considera- 
tion the other day he had offered an amendment 
going to embrace seamen, soldiers, and every body 
else; he thought if it were contemplated to butld aa 
immense poor house in the District it was as well 
to make it as extensively useful as possible. 
He would withdraw his amendment, however, 
as in this city he found that said soldiers 
and sailors (of which there were very few) 
were already provided for, and there was a 
poor houses, for the poor of the District, pro- 
\iled by its authoriues. If we built an immense 
hospital here in the shape of a general alms-house, 
we should have the poor and beggars from all 
quarters asking to be received, where they could 
have a living better even than those who labored 
honestly for it. Another great objection to his 
mind was, that ne estimate had been furnished—no 
ground on which to go-—and if we went on to legis- 
late thus loosely, we might be called on to make 
appropriation after appropriation, like we had for 

the Treasury and Patent Ojlices, which would cost 
millions before they were finished. 

Mr. NILES wished the bill recommitted, in or- 
der that there might be some specific plan. He was 
opposed to the erection of a magnificent edifice in 
ihe metropol's, for the purpose named. He wish- 
ed the whole proposed plan before the Senate, and 
alluded to appropriations which had before been 
made, and failen short of the accomplishment of 
their objects, and the one now contemplated 
might be graduated on the same scale of magnifi- 
cence. 

Mr. WILLIAMS madea reply to Mr. Niles, 
and had the memorial of the Board of Health ef 
the District read. 

The bill was ordered to be recommitted to the 
Committee for the istrict of Columbia. 

The bill for the reiief of James Witherall was 
then taken up, and, after being amended, was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

‘The bill for the relief of John Newton came up, 
and was so amended, on motion of Mr. FUL- 
TON, as to apply to all siinilar cases, and authoriz- 
sg all claimants to bounty lands to surrender them 
and to locate anew; said law to continue in force five 
years. ‘The bill was then read, and ordered to be 
ngrossed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Frederick 
Leigle; also, of Samuel Miller; also, of David 
Stone; also, to amen the act for the better orga- 


nization of the marine corps; also, for the relief 


of Andrew Armstrong ; also, of Gaetano Carusi ; 
also, of the heirs of Moses Elmer; also, of John 
Gordon; also, of the heirs of Maj. Peter Helterstein; 
also, to abolish public executions in capital cases ; 
also, for the relief of Joseph Bogevy; also, of Se- 
hastian Butcher; and the hill te enforce the act of 
July 9, 1832, for the adjustment of private Jand 
claims in Missouri, were severa!!y read, and erder- 
ed to be engrossed for a third readirg. 
_ The bill to revoke the charters of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia was then taken up ; 
and, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed till Monday next. 

And then, . 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REVPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespar, January 3, 1838. 

Mr. TOWNS, on feave, submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Coinmitice of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
the claim of Zachariah Philips, for property de- 
stroyed by the Creek Indians ia the years 1817 
and 1818; and that all papers relating to said claim 
be referred to said commiitee. 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to move that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the Presideut’s Mes- 
sage, but it was objected to. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION, 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the rules were s:is- 
pended to enable him to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, ‘That the Commitee of Elections, in 
making a report agreeably to the order of the 
House, of the facts in the ca-e of the application of 
S. S. Prentiss and J. J. Word, to be admitted aud 
qualified as members of the 25th Congress trot 
the State of Mississippi, be directed to discriminate 
between the evidence submitted to the Committee 
of Elections at the late called session, under the re- 
solution of the Tlouse directing an ingtry whether 
J. H. Claiborne and &. J. Gholson were entitled to 





their seats aS members from the same State, and the 
evidence submitied at the present session. 

Mr. HAMER saw no necessity for the adoption 
of this resolution, as under the recent order, the 
committee were required to make a full statement 
of all the facts, and to give a compleie view of 
the case, and it seemed to him,as a matter of 
course, that they must netice what took piace at 
the late extra session. It seemed really to be a 
work of supererogation to require the committee 
to discriminate, and unless he heard some good 
reason assigaed, he should vole 
tion. 

Mr. BELL said, that when he offered the reso- 
lution he was not aware that the order of the House 
had instructed the Committee to report on the facts 
and evidence adduced at the last session. But it 
was hisopinion that the literal construction of the 
order did not require the Committee to make that 
statement, at least not a full statement. He thought 
it material that the House should know on what 
evidence its former decision had been made. It 
was nothing but right that the House should have 
the advantage of any new facts which may have 
come to light, or it might appear that there had 
been a mis-statement of facts, or iraud, at the 
former «djudication, although he did not mean to 
say that such had been the case. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST was of opinion that to those 
gentlemen who looked upon the decision of the 
last session asa judgment, it was important thar 
the case should be again renewed, if new evidence 
could be adduced. 

Mr. HAMER saw no reason to induce him to 
withdraw his opposition to the resolution. The 
facts of the case at the last session were familiar to 
every gentleman in the House, and all the evi- 
dence taken before that Commitiee could easily be 
obtained. 

Afier some further reinarks from Mr. BELL, 

Mr. CILLEY saw no necessity fur adopting the 
resolution, in aS much as the committee would 
report on all the facts, when the House conld dis- 
criminate for itself. But with a view of removing 
all objections, he would move to amend the resoln- 
lion, by instructing the committee to report on all 
the facts at the called session as well as at the 
present. 

Mr. WISE viewed the members of the com- 
mittee as analogous to commissioners in chancery, 
who were almost invariably instructed to present 
their accounts in acertain form. He could see no 
disrespect in instructing the members of the com- 
mittee, or any Other public servants, to do thei 
duty, 

Mr. PATTON suggested to Mr. BELL that hi 
resolution appeared rather calculated to confuse 
the question, He wasof opinion that the order 
already made by the House wou'd cover ali the 
ground contemplated. 

Mr. PARKER was opposed to the resolation ax 
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wholly unnecssary, aud uncalled fur by the cireum- 
stanees of the case. With that view, he moved to 
ay uN, together with the amendment on the table. 

On this motion, Mr. BELL asked for the yeas 
and uays; which being orderad—were yeas 96, nays 
02. So the resolution was laid upon the table. — 

Mr. REED moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of calling the residue of the States for 
pelitous, commencing at the point where the 
dose let of yesterday, (at Virginia;) which was 
azrecd -106 to 34, 

Petinons and memorials were accordingly pre- 

Messrs. PATTON, MERCER, JONES, 
ant TALIAVERRO, of Virginia. 

Messis. JENIFER, McKIM, and C. JOULN. 
SON, of Maryland. 

Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. 

Messis. OGLE, HENRY, DAVIS, FRY, 
PAYNTER, PLUMER, POTTER, DARLING- 
TON, NAYLOR, WAGENER, TOLAND, M. 
MORRIS, PETRIKEN, and LOGAN, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

[Mr. Fy presented the petiiion of twenty-two 
ladies of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
aginst the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. Also, the petition of same twenty-two Ja- 
dies, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. Also, the peti- 
tion of the same twenty-two ladies, and one other, 
making twenty-three, for the same purpose. Also, 
the petition of the same twenty-two ladies and six 
others, praying an entire prohibition of the slave 
trale. Also, the petition of the same twenty-two 
ladies and eight others, praying Congress to admit 
no new State into the Union which tolerates slave- 
ry. < Jso, the petition ef eighty-seven other ladies 
of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, earnestly 
praying Congress immediately to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and in the Territories 

rt Also, the petition of the 


sented hy 


er the Uuaited States. 
heirs of the late Gen. Stephen Moylan, for relief.] 

{Mr. M. Morris presented eleven petitions, one 
signed by 45 persons, against the admission of any 
new State into the Union, that tolerates slavery. 
Two petitions signed, the one by 23 and the other 
by 51 women, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia; and one other petition, sign- 
ed by 39 persons, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Also, two petitions, one 
signed by 52 and the other by 57 women, agains! 
the annexation of Texas to the United States; and 
five other petitions against the annexation of Texas 
to the United States, ene signed by 9, another by 
15, another by 36, another by 44, and another by 
73 persons, all of the county of Bucks, Peunsyl. 
vania.]} 

Mr. HALSTEAD of New Jersey. 

Messrs. BROADHEAD, JONES, PARKER, 
MeCLELLAN, VANDERVEER, PRENTISS, 
GRANT, GALLUP, CURTIS, CHILDS, DE 
GRAFF, and MARVIN of New York. 

[Mr. Parker presented the petion of March 
Farringion of Dethi, Delaware county, N. Y. to 
le puton the invalid pension list: referred to th 
Committee of Invalid Pensions.] 

[Mr. Grant presented the following petitions: 
The petition of Somerville Johnson, jr. and seventy- 
five other legal voters of the town of Palermo, in 
the county of Oswege, and in the State of New 
York, and Lucretia Powers and eighty-three wo- 
men of the same place, praying the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in those 
Territories of the United States where they exist. 
The petition of Lewis Johnson and eighty legal 
voters, and of Hannah Mason and eighty-six 
women of the same town and county, against the 
admission into this Union of any new State whose 
Constitution tolerates domestic slavery. ‘The peti- 
tion of William K. Burt and seventy-five other 
legal voters, and of Amy Ruth and eighty-five 
women of the same place, praying the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
Distriet of Columbia. The petition of John Petts 
and seventy-three legal voiers, and of Betsey 
A. Raymond and seventy-nine women of the 
same place, praying Congress to regulate the 
commerce in slaves among the sevetal Siates, an‘ 
that if may be immediatety abolished. The peti- 
thn of Amos Hangerford and twen'y-ture® in- 
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habitants of said town and county, and of Laura 
Denton and twenty-two women of the saine place, 
for the immediate abvlition of slavery and the 
slave trade in those Territories of the United States 
where they exist. The petition of George R. Jack- 
son and twenty-four inhabitants of ssid town, and 
of Maria Bardick and twenty women of the same 
place, for immediate abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Celumbia. The peti- 
tion of L. Blackman and #8 other inhabitants, and 
of Pervey Ayer and twenty-one women, ail of the 
same town, against the admissivn into this Union 
of any new State whose Constitution tolerates 
domestic slavery. ‘The petition of Joseph Kellogg 
and twenty-two other inhabitants, and of Eimira 
Jackson and tw enty-two women ot the same town, 
praying Congress so to regulate the commerce in 
slaves among the several States that it may be pro- 
hibited. ‘The petition of Nelson Burdick and 
twenty-seven inhabitants, and of Eliza L. Douglass, 
of the same town, aga.ast the admission into the 
Union of any new State whose Constitution tole- 
rates domestic slavery. The petition of A. C. 
Ler! and twenty-seven inhabitants, and Matilda 
G. Seymour and twenty-seven women of the same 
town, for the immediate abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in those territories of the United 
States where they exist. The petition of A. C. 
Lord and twenty-seven inhabitants, and of Matilda 
Ci. Lyman and twenty-three women of the same 
iown, for the immediate abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. ‘The 
petition of S. Blake, jr. and twenty-eight inhabi- 
tants, and of Eunice Leavitt and twenty-eight wo- 
men of the same town, praying Congress to regu- 
late the commerce in slaves among the several 
States, that it may be immediately prohibited. 
The petitionof William Dalloway and one hundred 
ind eighty-six other citizens of the State of New 
York, inhabiting the nerthern bound ; 

United Srates, praying for the construction of a 
ship and steamboat canal around the Falls of Ni- 
agara. The petitivn of thirty-one Jegal voters ot 
the county of Oswego, in the State of New York, 
praying for the immediate abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in those 
the United States where they now eyist. 
The petition of thirty-one legal vorers of the 
county of Oswego, in the State of New York, pray- 
ing the abolition of slavery and the slave trade im 
the District of Columbia. The petition of twenty- 
two legal voters of the coanty of Oswero, in the 


, 


State of New York, pray Congress to reject all 


penprenre jor the annexation of Texas to this 
inion. The petition of thirty legal voters of the 
county of Oswego, in tie State of New York, 
praying Congress not to any State into this 
Umon, whose Constitution tolerates domestic 
siavery.] 

[Mr. Curtis presented the memorial of Tnad- 
deus Phelps and Co. and oshers, holders of Neapo- 
litan indemnity stock cerubecales, proposing a trans- 
ter of the same to the United States, either for cash 
or in exchange for public stock of the United 
States. A'so, the petition of John Tlavirs and 
others, concerned in the navigation of Long Island 
sound, proying that buoys may be placed as bea- 
¢o18 at the mouth of Milford harbor, Connecticut. ] 

{[Mr. Cups presented the memorials of James 
Sherry and eighty other persons, mlabitants of the 
town of Henrietta, State of New York, asking the 
abolition of slavery and the s!ave irade in the 
Disir.ct of Columbia and the Territories of the 
United States.) 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont. 

Me-sis. WHITTLESEY, HOLT, HALEY, 
INGHAM, and PETELPS, of Connecticut 

[Mr. Hour presented the petition of Elias Carpen- 
ter, Of Sturbridge, Massachnsetts, praying an in- 
ervase of pension. Also, the petition of Jesse E. 
Dow, asking compensation for bearing despatches 
from the Mediterranena to the United States 
in 183€.] 

(Mr. Hacey presented the petition of 256 females, 
of the city of New London, in Connecticut, praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
tid, amd the slave trade in the States. Also, the 
tion of 271 females in the city of New London, 
n Connecticut, praying that Congress wil! not ad- 


admit 


Territories of 
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mit Texas tuto this Union, and moved its reference 
the Commities on Foreign Affairs.] 

[Mr. INcnam presented the following petitions: 
Rebecca Noys and others, heirs of Paul Noys, 
asking payment of 2 debt due the deceased for Re- 
volutiouary services: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. Elizabeth Mays, asking an additional 
allowance as 2 navy pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. Widow of Colonel Jacob 
Kingsbury, asking payment of a Revolutionary 
claim due her late husband: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Citizens of Milford, Connec- 
ticul, asking an appropriation for bavys cn certain 
rocks in the harbor of that place: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Eli Kimberly, keeper 
of the light-house on Falkner’s Island, asking an 
increase of compensation: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. Sixteen petitions of citizens of 
Middlesex county, Connecticut, praying for the 
abolition ot slavery, etc. in the District of Colum- 
bia: laid on the table, under the standing order of 
the House.] 

{Mr. Pneves presented a petition of inhabi- 
tants of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
fixing ow the falls of Beaver, in that county, asa 
proper site for a national armory West of the Al- 
leshany Mountatns. Also a petition of certain 
inhabitants of Hart!and, Connecticut, and of Tol- 
land, Massachusetts, in favor of the extension of a 
mail r. ute.] 

Mr. TILLUNGHAST of Rbode Island. 

Mess:s. BRIGGS, REED, LINCOLN, GREN- 
NELL. CALHOUN, CUSHING, HASTINGS, 
PRORDEN, PARMENTER, and ADAMS of 
Massachusetts. 

{| Mr. Cusine moved that certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, presented by him 
last Congress on the right of petiuon be taken from 
the files, and referred to a select committee, with 
restruchion to renal a@& reso ution 
(Mr. Patton’s) resoluts 
pers on the table. 

Mr. Wiser requested the decision of the Chair, 
whether this motion did not itself come under the 
latter order? 

sefore the Crair replied, 

Mr. Owens raised the question of consideration, 
which was decided to be the preliminary one. 

Mr. Jounson of Maryland, moved that the House 
adjourn. Lost. 

Messrs. Wise and Bevt raised the question that 
the point of order should be first decided, on the 
ground that otherwise the Honse might be called 
upon to vote on a proposition which might be out 
of order, or even impertinent. 

Mr. Apams inguired if the subject, being a peti- 
tion, must not stand over for debate. 

The Crarr replied that the petition was not 
then under discussion, but the question of order. 
lle added that there was some weight in the sug- 
gestions on that point, and referring to a statement 
made by Mr. Cusnine of the contents of the 
aforesaid joint resolations, whieh were to repeal 
Mr. Pinckney’s resolution, (in substance the same 
as that of Mr. Parron.) He then decided that 
the whole subject came under the order of the 
House ordering all papers relating to abolition to 
be laid on the table. 

The motion was accordingly so disposed of.] 

[Mr. ParmMenrer presented the petition of Abi- 
vail G. Greene and 69 other women of Stoneham; 
of Mary P. F. Browne and 72 other women of 
Shirley; Relief W. Crafts and 69 other women of 
Newton; Eiza W. Harding and 91 other women 
of Walthain; Sarah Osgood and 230 other women 
of Westford; Catharine Muore and 208 other wo- 
men of Hopkinton; Marriet C. Kenrick and 47 
other women of Newton; Eliza H. Bryan and 159 
other women of Chelmsford; Sarah C. Rugg and 
199 other women of Groton; Sally Dana and 65 
other women of Dunstable; Mary S. P. Haywood 
and 114 otiier women of Ashby; Harriet N. Hart- 
well and 118 other women of Pepperell; Sally 
Fletcher and 54 other women of Cariisle; Ruhan- 
nah Parker and 38 other women of Newton; Eliza 
Philbrook and ®9 other women of Brookline; Sarah 
P. Carter and 111 other women of Charlestown; 
M. Dana and 61 other women of Watertown; Har- 
riet S. Gridley and 1400 other women of Lowell: 


rescinding the 


yy ordering ali abolition pa- 


Melania A. Parker and 415 other women of county 
Middlesex—al! the above in Massachusetts, and 
for the aboluioa of slavery in the District of Co-. 
lumbia. Also, the petition of Harriet N. Hartwe!| 
and 18 other women of Pepperell, and of Mary 
Brawn and 158 other women of Chelmsford 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union.} , 

Mr. CUSHMAN of New Hampshire. 

Messrs. WILLIAMS, EVANS, SMITH 
NOYES, of Maine. ; 

(Mr. Smitn presented the petition of the “Pop. 
land Marine Society,” for additional buoys near 
the entrance of Portland harbor, Maine. Also 
petition of James Wyman for relief against inju- 
ries received by him in the revenue cutter service 
of the United States. Also, remonstrance of 
ninety-five legal voters of the town of North Yar. 
mouth, Maine, against the annexation of Texas to 
the Union.] 

Petitions were also further presented by Messrs, 
GOODE, TALIAFERRO, RENCHER, and HAR- 
LAN. 

The CHAIR laid before the House two Execu- 
tive communications— 

1. From the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
list of the clerks in that Department. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of War, in relation to 
the protection of the western frontier. 

On tution of Mr. McKAY, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Comnnittee of 
Ways and Means, reporied a bill, making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stj- 
pulations with various Indian tribes for the year 
1838. 

Mr. C. explained as the reason why this bill had 
not been reported in twenty days, as required by 
the role of the House, that the estiavates from the 
Department did not all come ta til the 17th day of 
the session. 

The bill was then read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, also reported a bill for the relief of Henr 
Lynch: read twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a resolution referring certain esti- 
mates of the Indian bureau to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs; which was concurred in. 

Also, a similar resolution, referring similar mat- 
ters to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads: concurred in, 

Also a reso|ntion referring certain matters therein 
referred to the Committee on Nava! Affairs. 

Mr. C, explained why the Committee of Ways 
and Means moved their discharge from those sub- 
jects. Py a rule of the House that committee 
coul? not report appropriations for any object, un- 
less it had been authorized by a pre-existing law. 
He also drew the attention of the House to another 
very excellent rale, making it ont of order to move 
any amendment for whichno law had been passed. 

Mr. RENCHER, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill for the relief of Timothy J. Pick- 
ering, with a recommendation that the same do no! 
pass: committed. 

Mr. POPE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill making appropriations for certain roads, for 
the year 1838: read twice and committed. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the same comnnittea, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel G. Walker 

of Boston: read twice and committed. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


and 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, January 3, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, in obedience to a resolution of 
the Senate, relative to the protection of Indian and 
other emigrants on the northwestern frontier ; 

Also, from the office of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, and from the Post Office Depar'- 
ment, specifying the number of clerks for the year 
1837; which were severally laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
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Petitions and memorials were presented as fol- || 


wrt 
" Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petitition of John 
Healey, an aged citizen of Philadelphia, for an ap- 
propriation to erect a monument to General Wash- 
ington: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the starch manufacturers of Phila- 
delphia, praying the abolishment of the duties on 
imported flour, the more effectually to encourage 
the domestic starch manufactory: referred to the 
Committee on Domestic Manufactures. 

Also, three memorials from the citizens of Dela- 
ware county, jPenosylvania, remonstrating against 


the annexation of Texas; which were laid oa the | 


table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition for 
the right of way through the public lands: referred 
ta the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

M. WEBSTER presented the petition of Lucy 
Sul a widow and daughter of Samuel ‘Patton one 
of the Vermont seven martyrs of the Revolution, 
who was killed at the skirmish cf Lexington, 19th 
April, 1795: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
jutionary Claims. 

Also, of J. H. Ryan for authority to issue a pa- 
tent: referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, of Anna Leggitt, a legal representative of 
a Revolutionary soldier, for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


Also, from J. W. Wells, praying for return of | 


sundry surplus duties paid by him: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, of Aaron Baldwin for similar purposes: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition from Royal 
Colton of Morristown, New Jersey, praying remu- 
neration for property lost during the war, under 
the circumstance of his having at the time resided 
in Canada, and leaving which country to join the 
American standard, bis property was cenfiscated: 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from nume- 
1uus Officers of the United States Navy, remonstrat- 
ing against the return to rank of those who have 
resigned or been dismissed from the service: refer- 
red to Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also of Lydia Morris for a pension: 1eferred to 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Eleanor 
Pierce, widow of a Revolutienary soldier, tor a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Revolution 
ary Pensions. Also, a memorial from John Lang 
navy pensioner, praying for arrears of pension un- 
der the late act: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. WHITE, PIERCE, CLAY of Alabama, 
NICHOLAS, and HUBBARD. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he would, om 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill refunding 
duties paid on Napier printing presses. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow, introduce a bill to remunerate the captors 
of the privateer Lydia. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
widow of - Holen: ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill authorizing examina- 
lion of the improvement of A. P. Qimby’s safety 
steamboiler: ordered to a second reading, and made 
the special order of the day for Thursday next. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquiie into the expediency of alter- 
ing and amending the laws, relative to the grant of 
consular certificates. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of establishing by law 
a more uniform system in the Courts of Equity. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inguire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Wabash river 

On motion of Mr. WALL, 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














Reso'ved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing, as a port 
of entry, Jersey City, in the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill granting the right 
of way through the public lands in Illinois for 
railroads and other internal improvements: read 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of James Witherell ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
Ramsay ; 

The bill for the relief of Frederick Seicle ; 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Miller ; 

The bill for the relief of David Stone ; 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Armstrong ; 

The bill for the relief of Gretano Carusi ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Moses 
Elman ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Peter Hel- 
phenstein ; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy ; 


La all 


he bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 
others ; 

To explain and amend the act of June, 1834, for 
the better organization of the marine COFPs ; 

To abolish public executions in cap‘tal cases ; 

To continue in force the acts of July, 1832, and 
March, 1833, for the adjustment of private land 
claims in Missouri; 

Were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jordon wa3 also read and passed ; but, on 
motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the vote was reconsi- 
dered and the bill laid on the table, in order that 
the committee might make some amendments. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named was taken up, and discussed at length. The 
bill was advocated by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama 
and KING, and opposed by Mr. SEVIER, and 
finally, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, was faid on 
the table, for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the special orders of the day. 

MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

[A slight sketch of these proceedings only is 
given. ‘The remarks of the several speakers will 
be given from timesto time, as they are prepared 
from the reporters’ notes. } 

The resolutions having been read by the Secre- 
tary, 

Mr. CALHOUN said he did not rise with a view 
to discuss the meri!s of the doctrines in the resolu- 
lions, butto repel the ground assumed by those op- 
posed to them in their peculiar regard for freedom 
of speech, freedom of press, and the sacred right of 
petition. His chief object in urging an early action 
was, that the ground taken by these resolutions 
was distinctly different from that assumed by the 
other side; and his main wish in usking that the re- 
solutions trom Vermont might be pestponed, was a 
desire to meet them in a manner which he deemed 
most consonant with the duties he owed to the 
South as an iudividual, and the relation he bore to 
the country as a firm and unflinching supporter of 
the Union. He had remarked, at the time 1%: 
Vermont resvlutions were presented, that if no 
other member called them up, he pledged himself 
todo so. Inthe mean time, he had consulted his 
own mind as to the best mode of meeting the mo- 
mentous subject, and had come to the fixed con- 
clusion that the resolutions he had presented were 
the best calculated to fix the ground on which all 
could meet, and dispassionately and sincerely con- 
sult the interests of the whole The resolutions 
from Vermont were to have been presented to- 
morrow; and had he retained his former opinion, 
he would have voted against their reception; but 
they, coming from a sovereign State, (and being 
himself the advocate ef State rights,) he should 
urge a free and full discussion concerning 
them, as having a higher claim than the 
petitions of infatuated individaals. As an advo- 
cate of State rights, he would not feel himself 
bound to vcie against hearing these resolutions, but 
as a southern man, feeling hisdearest privileges so 
dangerously assailed, he could not vote for their re- 
ception. Thus trammelled as he was, he felt unwil- 
ling to leave the field, and inorder to obtain a right 
to present his own views, he had prepared these 
resolutions as best adapted for the purpose, by pre- 
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His wish 


antagonist course. was 
to test the entire strength of the Senate on 
the subject, and to deente whether any neu- 


tral ground could be adopted, on which to 
rally, and check this dangerous and fatal doctrine. 
It was the one and the only one, as he before ob- 
served, of sufficient magnitude to endanger the 
Union, and this already had force enough to shake 
one political system to its very centre. On one 
side, there was a portion of the people of the North, 
who assert and maintain that our domestic imstitu- 
tions are sinful and immoral. On the other we 
claim our insuiutions as secured to us under the Con- 
stitution, which we will not suffer them to interfere 
with, and there was the point at issue. On this subject 
there were two modes of action: the one to repel 
attack and aggression; the other to stay the tide, if 


possible, by the means he had introduced. 


Mr. C, professed himself a firm, unflinching 
friend of the Union. He was averse to making 
professions, but he had on that head been shame- 


| fully and grossly misrepresented there and else- 
| where. 


But here was an oceasion for the true 


| friends of the Union to come forward and sho v 


| themselves. 
| vote, such as was due to the magnitude of the occa- 


On this subject he wanted a direct 


| Sion, and that the wishes and feelings of all should 


| be known. If the 


resolutions were defective m 


| principle, let them be voted down; if incorrect in 


| separate 


| trons? 


phraseology, let them be amended; but he would 
ask those who believed them correct to give them 
their cordial support. 

Mr. MORRIS asked to take the vote on each 
amendment. The resolutions in them- 
selves were, to his ntind, broad, sweeping, and de 
nunciatory. What was the olject of these resola- 
Was it not that a free discussion on an im- 


poriant question should not only be discounte- 


| did not agree with the views ot the 
| this Republic was a Confederacy of separate and 


, of the people. 
| Senator from South Carolina meant by interfering 
| with domestic policy?) Would that gentleman con- 


| his rights abridged? 


naneed, but silenced b 
were partial in ther b 


and not on the 


a vote of that body; they 
LL Lge, a | 


Mr. 


one side, 


aki | 
other. M. tor oae, did 


' nut believe that Southern rights existe antago- 
| nist to those of any other portion. 


Why talk 


| of attacks on Southern interests and Southern 
| feelings? Such sentiments might lead to geo- 
| grashical distinctions, but could never lead to 


| the peace and happiness of the whole country. Mr. 


M. professed himself a State rights man, and had 
as high a devotion to the Union as any one; but he 
Senator, that 
independent Siates. He considered the Coustitu- 
lion to be adopted and ratified by the anited voice 
Mr. M. wished to know what the 


tend that because he (Mr. M.) talked of slavery in 
ihe abstract as a moral sin, that he should have 
Freedom of speech, of the 
press, and the sacred right of petition, were all 
sought to be put down at one fell swoop. If 
we could not meet together and discuss subjects, 
and compare conditions with others, for evil or for 
good, we should, instead of progressing in our high 
destiny, retrograde, and be the merest ciphers. 
Was such a state of things contemplated by the 
framers of the Constitution? He should think not. 
Mr. M. intended to offer his resolutions as amend- 
ments; he would not now do so, but intimated 
his intention to press them on the notice of the 
Senate hereafter. He conceived the resolntions of 
the Senator from South Carolina liable to the 
strongest objections, and as warring against the 
dearest rights and privileges of freemen. The 
memorial from Vermont had said that slavery was 
considered a moral and political evil, and asked 
that it might be abolished in the District of Colum- 
bia; and had not that State a right to ask such a 
measure at the hands of Congress if it thought such 
a step would tend to the national honor and pros 
perity? 

Mr. M. said when war was made on the free 
dom of speech, of the press, and the right of peti- 
tion, these inalienable rights must and would be de 
fended: they were Heaven’s best gifttoman. He 
would at this time content himse!lf with a vote on 
these resolutions, reserving the right to discuss his 
own as indepeadent resolutions, when they should 
be breught before the Senate. 





ee tM A Oommen 





2 yale tee 








aT 


* 


ae. 


ay: ; - 


Smeeeenate ted 


= 


74 


Mr. PRESTON suggested! tome litle modifica- 
tion, which was accepted by Mr. CALHOUN. 

Mr. ALLEN suevested that it might be as weil 
1o strike out the word religious, as all discussions in 
relation to it were, in his Opinion, improper and 
not called for. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the whole 
the resoluuion hinged upon that word. 

Mr. ALLEN would not insist, if the Senator 
deemed ihe word Important to ihe soirit of 
solutions, 

Mr. MORRIS then moved to 
words “ moral or religious;” on which 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PRESTON thought the difficulty might be 
obviated by letting the resolution read, ** under any 
pretence whatever.” 

Mr. CALHOUN objected. This spit of abo- 
than that fanaticism that 
had carried thousands of v.ctims to the stake. What 
aroused that demoniacal spirit, butthe opinion that 
ihe faith of one man was criminal in the 
another. Here the same spirit was attempted to 
be revived, under the name of abolition, and he 
trusted to the good sense of the nation to putit 
down. lt 
the suggestion of his colleague. 


tue re- 


rike out the 
he asked 


htion was nothing more 


was impossible for him to consent to 
The South had 
been assailed upon the principle that slavery was 
wicked, and immoral; and could we meet it by 
such a milk-and-water measure, as that ‘ under 
eny prilext whatever,” which, to his mind, was de- 
priving itof its very essence. 

Mr. ©. expressed his attachment to the specific 
terms used in the original resolution. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would efpress his opinion as 
firmly and decidedly as any man, in relation to the 
subject; not wishing to excite prejudices in the 
minds of any, he thought the resolation quite as 
strong with the modification as without it. 

Mr. fing that there should 
be any allusion to religion in any Way whatever; 
it Was not a subject for discussion in the Legisla- 
tures of States or in the Senate; it was amatter left 
entirely to the citizen himself. He deemed the re- 
solution sufficiently comprehensive without the 
word religious. Mr. A. was opposed to any speci- 
fication, as it might lead to the ground that those 
not particularly specified might be supposed to be 
excluded. 

The ground was further debated by Mr. MOR- 
RIS and Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. YOUNG nothing shert of the reso- 
lutions ef the Senator from Sonth Carolina would 
have the desired effect. He (Mr. Y.) had many 
friends in Illinois, who were decided Abolitionists, 
with whom he had reasoned en the danger of their 
course to the Union, tu which al! were attached ; 
but with thein it was considered a religious duty 
they had to perform; and hence was of opinion 
that the provision ought not to be stricken out. 

Mr. BAYARD took a constitutional view of the 


ALLEN was unw 


thoucnt 


question; and, though he denounced the spirit of | 


abolition as dangerous and wicked in the extreme, 
yet he did not fee! himself authorized to vote for 
the resolutions. If the doctrine contained in them 
was correct, then nullification was correct; and, if 
passed, might hereafier be appealed to as a prece- 
dent in favor of that doctrine, though he acquitted 
the Senator of having the most remote intention of 
smuggling any thing in relation to that doctrine 
under cover of these resolutions. 

Mr. CALHOUN was glad the Senator acquitted 
him of any such intention, and regretted that the 
resolutions should be considered so deeply imbued 
with “ poison.” He wished merely to cover the 
common creed of the State rights party, and he 
had appealed to gentlemen directly antagonists to 
him, that if they saw any thing in therresolutions 
at all savoring of what had been suggested by the 
Senator, he would immediately pass his pen through 
it. Mr. C. answered Mr. Bayarp at length, in 
reply to the constitutional objection. 

Mr. BAYARD followed Mr. CALHOUN in 
reply. 

dir. LUMPKIN addressed the Senate fur some 
lime in favor of the resolutions, and retaining 
them as origmally drafted by the Senator from 
South Carolina. He still believed that there were 
a very large portion of the North sincerely at- 


spirit of 


sight of 


pretation of the Constitution. 
| though the 


| compliance with constitutional provisions. 
| constitution and laws of each State in 
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tached tothe Union, and had neither part nor lot 
in these mischievous proceedings. Mr. L. tnought 
that although they had not the power tocheck this 
spirit of fanaticism in that quarter, the Senate 
might stay the proceedings of these infatuated and 
misguided people. Mr. L. also took a cunstitu- 
tional view of the subject. 

The question was taken on Mr. Morais’s motion 
to strike out the words “ moral and religious,” 
when there appeared for it 44, against it 31, as 
follows: 

YAS—Messrs. Bavard, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Davis, McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swilt, Tipton, 
and Websier—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentacky, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Koight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon. Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—31. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the first resolation, and carried, 
31 to 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—31. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, 
Knight, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of In- 
diana, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Wall, and Web- 
ster—13. 

Mr. WEBSTER had no disposition to enter in 
detail into a discnssion on the merits of the resolu- 

ins. He admitted the necessity of some definite 

‘tion on the subject on the part of Congress; but 


his objection to the adoption of the resolutions now 


| under consideration was based solely on the belief 


that they were at variance with the correct inter- 
He contended, that 
States might have certain vested 
rights, yet they were such as were strictly of a local 
nature, and limited in their extent to _ strict 
The 
the Confe- 
deracy were always founded on this basis, and any 
variation therefrom became at once illegal. 

If the forty thatall domestic in- 
stitutions, except so far as the Constitution might 
interfere, and any intermeddling therewith by a 


resolat ons set 


| State or individual, was contrary to the spirit of the 


confederacy, and was thereby illegal and unjust, he 
would give them his hearty and cheerful support, 


| and would do so sull, if the Senator from South 


Yarolina would consent to such an amendment; | 


but in their present form he must give his vote 
against them. 

The Confederacy could never have existed with- 
out this prevailing power of the Constitution, and 


| could no longer exist without its continuance. It 


was difficult to define what domestic institutions 


were without the pale of the Constitution. Judica- | 


ture was one of the class, and so with commerce, 


except inasmuch as the making of treaties was con- | 


was the express power of Congress to prohibit the 
importatioa of slaves, though the institution was in 
itself guarantied by the Constitution. 

If the resolutions could be modified to meet the 


stitution permilled slavery, and protected the insti- 
tutiun, be would then vote for them. 


a dead letier. An assertion here that the Constitu- 


(| tien cannot meddle with domestic imstitations, if 
| supported, utterly deprives « of power or effect. 
| The doctrines here set forth he viewed as a sweep- 


ing declaration against the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. CALHOUN ingnired if the gentleman in- 
tended to assert the Siates had no dumestic institu- 
lions? 


Mr. WEBSTER replied by no means. All in- 


|| stitutions in the States, such as have solely the 


State protection, were of that class. 
. 


| cerned. Yet it was not so as regards slavery. It | 


| constitutional requisitions, asserting that the Con- 


Without | 
| such admission, the vote of Congress would be but | 


| 
| 
| 


! 


| 


Mr. CALHOUN would be happy to hear them 

named, thathe might procure a catalogue. 
_ Mr. WEBSTER would explain, by naming the 
institution of mints, as they existed before the 
Confederacy. This was one of what he termed 
domestic institutions. 

Mr. CALHOUN assumed that there were now 
many istitutions so far domestic as to be wholly 
within the control of States wherein they existed, 
Such was negro slavery. The gentleman’s views 
evidently differed materially from his. No one 
could support an argument against his views re- 
specting slavery. He could name a long catalogue 
of institutions controlled wkolly by States on the 
same ground. He would not, in establishing such 
control, inquire and mark out the dividing line of 
public opinion in the premises. It was alike the 
sacred nght of all, whether of the North or South. 
These rights, were institutions growing outof the 
Constitution, and which must be maintained, and 
could never be meddled with by others, but wit! 
the greatest danger t» the confederacy. 

Mr. WEBSTER inferred from the gentleman's 
argument, that the question was not whether there 
were not some domestic institations beyond the 
reach of the Constitution, but it claims thar al! 
such were beyond its contro]. It was on this poiut 
his principle objections were founded. 

Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to striking 
out all to meet the views of the Senator from Mas. 
sachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) if it was the wish o 
the Senate so to amend. 

Mr. MORRIS moved to strike ont certain words 
in the second resolution; on which the question was 
taken by yeas and nays, and lost—12 to 32, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, of 
Indiana, Swift, Tipton, and Webster—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Keatucky, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Walker, Wali, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—32. 

Mr. YOUNG proposed a further amendmeut, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD objected to furiher amend- 
ment. There was now nothing left of the second 
resolution but simply a declaration that the States 
“have just what rights they have.” 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the Sonate adjourn—a 
division being called for, there were 18 for and 21 
against it. 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the second resolution, and car- 
ried, 31 to 9, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Black, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Lien, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Spence, Strange, Walker, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Morris, Prentiss, Smith 
of ladiana, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Wall, and 
Webster—9. 


Mr. SWIFT gave notice that it was not his in- 
tention to present the Vermont resolutions to-mor- 
row, as had been understood, nodr would he name 
any particular day for that purpose. 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 4, 1838. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 
Pease. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, fom the same Com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of Gilbert A. 
Smith and others. . 

Also, a bill for the relief gf Frederick Fry and Co. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the. same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Stephen 
Wolverton. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill providing for the establish- 
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ment of the Peoria Land Districi, in the State of 
Illinois. . os 

Also, a bill to establish two additional land offices 
in that part of Wisconsin Territory west of the 
river Mississippi. 

Also, a bill to create the office of Surveyor of the 
Public Lands in Wisconsin Territory. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to allow such purchasers of the pab- 
lic lands as in the years 1818 and 1819 were per- 
mitted to take credit by law, the same relief as was 
extended to those whe availed themselves of the 
credit system. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same comnnittee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bra- 
ham, late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of James Middleton ‘Tut- 
tle, of Arkansas. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reperted a bill relating to the Or- 
phan’s Court in the county of Alexandria, in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and lezal representatives of Capt. Pres- 
ley Thornton, deceased. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Garland Burley, deceased. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, reported 
the following, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Burton, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Thomas Cooke, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Captain Tarpley White. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Wiiliam Vauy. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, trom the same committee, 
reported the following: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas E. Sudler and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the heirsof Thornton Tay- 
lor, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Haggard. 

Mr. A. 8. SHEPPERD, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of Martha Woodlef. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Dixon. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas Todd. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a biil for the relief of Polly Lemon. 

Also, a bill for the relief of William Washing- 
ton Bigham. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Aaron Stout. 

Mr. LOOMIS, from the same Committee, repor- 
ted a bill forthe relief of James Cooper. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John Borey. 

Also, a bill for the retief of William Clark. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Zebulon Baxter. 

Mr. LAWLER, from the same Committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William C. Hazard. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Mary Sroupe. 

Mr, KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 
Hall. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to purchase a tract of land belonging to 
the heirs of John Harrison, deceased, being within 
the limits of the navy yard, at Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. GRANTLAND, from the same Committee, 
reported a bill for the refief of U. Walker. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Hamilton. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported the following resolution, 
which lies over one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this Mouse, as far 
as the same may be consisient with the public in- 
terest, all the information in either of the Depart- 
ments, ing the capture, by the United States 
sloop of war Natchez, of the Mexican vessel of 


war the General Urrea, and its subsequent restora- 


tion by the United States to the Mexican Govern- | 


ment. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the same committee, | 


reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt. 
Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Benjamin Hodges, deceased. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Cornelius Manning. 
Mr. CUSHING, from the same committee, re- 


ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 


tives of William Tudor. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported the following, viz: 

A bill granting a pension to Richard Elliott, of 
the District of Columbia. 


A bill granting a pension to Seth Whitney, of 


New York. 


A bil! granting a pension to Benjamin Price, of | 


New Jersey. 
A bill granting a pension to William Harper, of 
South Carolina. 


A bill granting a pension to Presly Gray, of | 


Kentucky. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a hill for the relief of John M’Cormick. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Francker. 

Mr. EWING, from the same committee, reported 
the following, viz: 7 

A bill for the relief of William Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Bloomfield; 

A bill for the relief ef Primus Hall, alias Trask; 

A bill for the relief of Catherine Rollins, alias 
Catherine Mosely. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following: 

A bill for the relief of James McFarland. 

A bill for the relief of James Fleming. 

A bill for the relief of Taudy Walker. 


Mr. M’CLELLAN, cf New York, froim the | 


same committee, reported the following : 
A bill granting a pension to Richard Hall. 
A bill granting a pension to John R. Midwinter. 
Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of Myra Chapin. 


_ Mr. SOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- | 
tee on Accounts, reported a resolution directing the | 
Clerk of the House to pay to the Hon. Mr. Noyes | 
the sum of $250, being the amount of Treasury | 
notes paid to Mr. N. to that amount, accidentally | 


destroyed by fire; which was concurred in. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the select committee | 


appointed on the subject, reported a bill authorizing 
a subscription to a stereotype edition of the laws of 
the United States. 

All the foregoing bills were severally read twice 
and committed. 

Pills from the Senate on their first and second 
reading, were then taken up. Most of them were 
private bills. The following are those of a public 
character: 

Act to. restrain the circulation of smal! notes in 
the District of Columbia. 


Mr. HAYNES moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. GARLAND of Virginia said he thought this | 
bill ought not to be referred to that committee; and | 


he therefore moved to refer it to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia; which was agreed to. 


An act authorizing the reliquishment of the 16th 


sections granted for the use of schools, and the | 


entry of other lands in lieu thereof. 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

An act authorizing the States to tax any lands 
within their limits sold by the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the same 
commiltee. 

An act to revive an act authorizing certain sol- 
diers in the late war to surrender their bounty 
lands, and locate other lands in lieu thereof, and 
for other purposes. ¢ 


On motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the same 
committee. 


An act amendatory of the act of 1834, for the | 
better organization of the United States Marine | 


Corps. 


rr 
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On motion of Mr. INGHAM, referred two’ the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act to continue in force the acts for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Anact to abchsh pabiic executions in capital 
cases. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, referred to the 
Comittee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the bill pro- 
viding for the employment of boys in the merchant 
vessels of the United States was further postponed 
ull this day two weeks. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House re 
solved itself into a Commitee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. ADAMS in the Chair, oa 
the President’s Message. 

The question pending was on the resolution of 
Mr. Haynes, which is.as follows: 

* Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
Sage as relates to the finances, and every thing con- 
nected therewith; to the safe-keeping of the public 
moneys, and every thing connected therewith; and 
so much as relates to the Bank of the United 
States, be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means.” 

And the amendment moved thereto by Mr. 
CUSHING, as follows: 

Whereas the infiuence of the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, in derogation of the letter and sprit ot 
the Constitution, continued to increase, and ought 
to be diminished— 

Resolved, therefore, That, in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer 
of the public money, be referred to --—, with in- 
structions to repori-— 

First, such method of keeping the public treasure, 
effects, and other property, as in the judgment of 
said committee shall conduce to promote the wel- 
fare and to secure the liberties of the people; and, 

Secondly, such other reforms in the practices of 
the Government as in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the administration thereof to the stan- 
dard of the original purity of the Constitution. 

Mr. POTTER of Pennsylvania addressed the 
House at length in reply to Messrs. CUSHING 
and others. {Mr. P’s remarks, at length, will ap- 
pear mn to-morrow’s Globe. | 

As soon as Mr. P. had concluded, 

On motion of Mr. MURRAY, the committee 
rose, without coming to any conclusion, and then, 
on motion, 

The House adjourned. 








IN SENATE, 
Truaspay, January 4, 1838. 

Mr. 'TIPTON presented the petition of the In- 
diana Manufacturing Company: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Captain 
Knox, asking compensation for an injury susiained 
by his schocner, whilst employed in transporting 
ammunition for the United States. Also, the peti- 
tion of Charles S. Hemstead, to be released from 
further liabilities as one of the securities of Thomas 
Hempstead. Also, the petition of a number of 
lawyers of the St. Lonis bar, for a change in the 
law regulating the forms and modes of proceeding 
at law in the circuit court of the United States for 
the district of Missouri. Also, tle petition of 
Ettienne Govero, for the confirmation of a Spanish 
grant to fifteen arpens of land in the State of 
Missouri. ;, 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of a post- 
master, praying ‘compensation additional to that 
afforded by his office: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs BROWN, 
SEVIER, YOUNG, BENTON, KIN, and 
WALL, for individual private claims: severally 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TiPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill authorizing the New 
Albany railroad company the right of way through 
the public lands: ordered to a second reading. 
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Mr. KING introduced a bill for the relief of cer- || 


tain ship owners, therein-named for property lost: 
read, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WEBSTER introduced a bill granting right 
to import free of duty one Napier printing press, as 
a model: read, arid referred to the Committee on | 
Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill remanerating the | 
captors of the privateer Lydia: read and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- | 
port to the Senate the amount of cnstom house 
bonds executed for the year ending September 30, 
1837. Also, that the same officer communicate to 
the Senate the amount of Treasury Notes issue | 
under the fate law. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Ordered, ‘That one thousand additional copies of 
the eport of the Secretary of War, of 30th ult. 


with the accompanying documents and map, rela- 


tive to the defence of the Western frontier, be print- 
ed, and that one hundred copies be transmitted to 
the Secretary of War for the use of that Depart- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inguire into the expediency of purchasing 
the Mount Vernon property, now belonging to the 
family of President Washington, for the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. PRESTON introduced the following resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas the just and true boundary of the Unit- 
ed States, under the treaty of Louisiana, exterided 
on the southwest to the Rio Grande del Norte, 
which river continued to be the boundary line until 
the territory west of the Sabine was surrendered to 
Spain by the treaty of 1819: 

And whereas such surrender of a portion of the 
territory of the United States is of evil precedent 
aad doubtful constitutionality: 

And whereas many weighty considerations of 
policy make it expedient to re-establish the said 
true boundary, and to re-annex to the United 
States the territory occupied by the State of Texas, 
with the consent of the said State: 

Re it therefore resolved, ‘That, with the consent of 
the said State previously had, and whenever it can 
be effected consistently with the faith and treaty 
stipulations of the United States, it is desirable and 
expedient to re-annex the Territory to the 
United States. 

Which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN’S resolutions then came up, 
and amendments were offered by Mr. NORVELL, 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana, and Mr. ALLEN, and 
discussed to a late hour, when, on motion of Mr. 
BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


said 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 5, 1838. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the following resolu- 
tion, reported by Mr. HOWARD, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, yesterday, be taken 
up: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House,, as far 
as the same may be consistent with the public inte- 
rest, all the information in either of the Depart- 
men's, respecting the capture, by the United States 
sloop of war Natchez, of the Mexican vessel of 
war the General Urrea, and its subsequent restora- 
tion by the United States to the Mexican Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY submitted to Mr. A. the 
propriety of withdrawing his request for the pre- 
sen', in orcer that reports might be reecived from 
the standing committees. 

Mr. ADAMS could not consent to withdraw it, 
as te considered it involving a subject of the high- 
est importance, and with that view he moved that 
the resolation be takea up and considered at this 
time. 

Objection being mate, 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules. 
He considered it of the greatest importance that ik 
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should be considered without a moment’s delay,: 
more especially as in the papers of that morning 
it would be seen that the,peace of the United States 
was not only endangered with Mexico, but in ano- 
ther qu:rter. Mr. A. then alluded to the events 
which had recently transpired on the Canadian 
frontier. 

On the motion to suspend, Mr. WILLIAMS of 
North Carolina asked for the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, wer-—yeas 79, nays 112. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

A Message, in {writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
his private secretary, A. Van Buren, Esq. 

{The message will be found in the proceedings 
of the Senate. ] 

‘The Message, and accompanying letter, having 
been read, were, on motion of Mr. HOWARD, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Mr. FILLMORE then asked leave to offer the 
following resolution: 

And be it further resolved, That the President 
be requested to communicate to this House any in- 
formation in his possession of acts endangering the 
amicable relations between this Government and 
that of Great Britain, either by the subjects of 
Great Britain, or by our own citizens on the Cana- 
dian frontier, and what measures have been 
adopted by the Executive to preserve our neutrality 
with said kingdom, or repel invasion from a fo- 
reign country; and that he furnish the information 
called for by each of these resolutions in separate 
communications. 

Mr. HOWARD thought the resolution not ne- 
cessiry after the Message just read. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he should press it, but 
withdrew it at that time to give an opportunity to 
the committees to report. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Weys and Means, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
for the vear 1838. 

Mr. POPE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee 
of Claims, reported Senate bill for the relief of 
Samuel! Miller, without amendment. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee of Com- 
meree, reported a bill for the relief of John Kerr 
and John P. Yorke 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported, without amendmen’, Senate biil to 
authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, to entera 
ceitain half section of Jand. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
John McGowan, jr. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of William Gregory, deceased. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported Senate hills for the relief of 
Daniel Bush; for the relief of Joseph Bogy; for the 
relief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs of Bar- 
tholomew Butcher; and the bill to continue in f rce 
the act in relation to private land claims in Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. HARLAN also reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of John Dawson, dec’d. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Daniel 
Parker. 

Mr. COLES also reported the following resolu- 
tion, which was eoncurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military 
Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of carrying into effect the resolution of the Con- 
tinental Congress, granting monuments to the 
memory of general officers of the Revolutionary 
army, and the resolutiun to erect a marble column 
at York, in Virginia 

Mr. IN HAM, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a reolution referring to that com- 
mitiee all the unfinished business of the Naval 
Committee of the Jast Congress; which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. REED, from the same committee, reported 
the following resolution, which was concurred in: 


Reso'ved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before this House a chart, in a reduced for 
of the harbor of Provincetown, in the State of M 
sachusetts. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Samuel M. Asbury. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the following, viz: 

Dill for the relief of Nathaniel Davis. 

Bill for the relief of Robert Whitiett. 

Mr. HEROD, from the same’committee, report. 
ed a bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd. 

Mr. FILLMORE then renewed his motion to 
submit the resolution previously submitted by him. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspen,ion of the rule: 
lost. 

The resolution of Mr. HOWARD (as given 
above) coming up in its order, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
he r-quested to communicate to this House, as far 
as the same may be consistent with the public inte- 
rest, al! the information in either of the Depart- 
ments respecting the capture, by the United States 
sloop of war Natehez, of the Mexican vessel of 
war the General Urrea, and its subsequent restora- 
tion by the United States to the Mexican Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. ADAMS now moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding thereto the following: 

** And also copies of all instructions to the offi- 
cers of the Government of the United States and 
all correspondence with them, with the Governors 
of any of the States, and with the Governments 
and officers of Mexico and of Great Britain con- 
cerning the preservation of the neutrality of the 
United States in the civil wars and insurrections in 
Mexico, and in any of the British provinces north 
of the United States, siuce the year 1829, aad par- 
ticularly of a letter from the late President of the 
United States to the Secretary of the Territory of 
Arkansas, dated on or about the 10th December, 
1836.” 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to amend the 
amendment by adding thereto the following: 

‘** And that the President be requested to commu- 
nicate to this House any additional information in 
his possession of acts endangering ‘the amicable 
relations between this Goyernment and that of 
Great Britain, either by the subjects of Great Bri- 
tain or by our own cit zens, on the Canadian fron- 
tier, and what measures have been adopted by the 
Executive to preserve our neutrality with said 
Kingdom.” 

Mr. FILLMORE, in supp ort of this amendment, 
remarked that the House were probably aware that 
there had been, and now was, « great excitement 
existing on the Niagara frontier, and that there 
had been movements in Buffalo in reference to the 
revolution now raging in Canada. They were al- 
so probably aware that an armament had been 
fitted out, mostly by American citizens, which had 
made a stand upon Navy Island, which is within 
British territory, in Niagara river, twenty miles 
from Buffalo, and two or three miles above the 
Falls: the lowest point at which a crossing can be 
effected, safely, from the main shore. The line 
between the two countries passes between Navy 
Island, which is well fortified, and Grand Island, 
which is in the territory of the United States. 

Mr. F. understood from letters and papers of 
very late dates, then before him, that there were 
upon Navy Island some 1,500 men, who are un- 
dergoing a course of military discipline He had 
letters to the 30th ult. advising him that a small 
steamboat, called the Caroline, had been taken 
down the river from Bnffalo, to run asa ferry-boat 
from the American shore to Navy Island. It seem- 
ed that on the 29th ar armed force came from the 
British side, in Canada, and attacked this steam- 
boat, which had been running through the day, 
and which was then lying within the United States 
lines, killing some and wounding others, then set- 
ting the boat on fire, aud.sending it over the falls, 
and, as some accounts alleged, with the wounded 
still remaining on board. And here Mr. F. read 
extracts from the letters, which he averred were 
from the very highest and most respeasible sources, 
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confirming his statements as to these incidents. 
Having done which, he observed that his object 


now was to ascertain if the Exeeutive had any in- | 


formation upon the subject. : 

Mr. HOWARD said that this resolution had 
beer reported by a committee. It was not in his 
power to acc’pt or assent to any amendment—a re- 
mark which he wou'd make in relation as well to 
the amendment offered by Mr. Adams, as to that 
proposed by Mr. Fillmore. The fact is indisputa- 
bly true, that the position of affairs upon the Ca- 
nada frontier was full of interest, and even of jeo- 
pardy, to the relations existing between this Go- 
yernment and that of Great Britain. This he should 
not gontrovert. 

But the remark had been made by Mr. Fillmore, 
and, Mr. Howard believed, also by Mr. Adams, in 
offering their respective amendmen,s, that this na- 
tion was on the eve of war with Great Pritain. 
He had regretted to hear this remark. He trusted 
it was notcorrect. So faras documents go to show 
the intentions, and, indeed, the efforts, of both Go- 
vernments, they had been, and still were, directed 
to the preservation of peace, and the security of 
neutrality. He trusted that those intentions would 
not be changed, and that those efforts would be 
continued; and that, if there were no laws now in 
existence to prevent breaches of neutrality on the 
part of ocr citizens, that such laws would be en- 
acted. fle hoped we were on the eve of no such 
war. He believed we were not; but that, on the 
contrary, the country was still preserving, and ia- 
clined to preserve, the most lofty grounds in the 
preservation of neutrality. He knew of no diffe- 
rences existing between this Government and Great 
Britain, excepting only that arising out of the po- 
sition of the northeastern boundary questios. Per- 
haps, said Mr. FI. this:may be thought, by some, to 
be a favorable opportunity to press that subject up- 
on Great Britain; but itwas not so,in his judgment. 

Mr. H. again averred that he thought the coun- 
try far from any danger of a war with Great Bri- 
tain, and he trusted a large majority of the House 
agreed with him in this opinion. He remarked 
that the subject had been referred to a committee, 
(Foreign Affairs,) which would give it a serious 
and anxious consideration. 

As to the inquiry proposed by the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Fillmore,) in regard to the 
recent events upon the Niagara frontier, they were 
so very recent that Mr. H. doubted if any official 
information can have been received with regard to 
them. Atall events, he was for keeping the in- 
formation asked for from the Executive, in rela- 
tion to this subject, and that regarding the Mexi- 
can question, distinct and separate. He was for 
keeping each by itself. He was opposed to both 
the amendments proposed. 

Mr. ADAMS regretted that the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs had thought it ne- 
cessary to oppose the adoption of his amendment, 
andthat proposed by the gentleman from New 
York. Without intending to misrepresent him, 
the gentleman (Mr. H.) had imputed to him lan- 
guage he had not used. * He had not said that he 
thought the country on the eve of war with Great 
Britain. He had said that he viewed the nation 
as in imminent danger of such a war, which was 
quite another statement; and he hoped that what 
the House would now do, and what the Execu- 
tive would also do, in consequence of the proposed 
action of the House, would avert that danger. 

The gentleman from Maryland had said that 
he had now no control over the resolution he had 
reported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and that he was not authorized to assent to the pro- 
posed amendments. That (Mr A, said) was un- 
doubtedly true; but it was also as true that he was 
not authorized by that commitiee to oppose such 
amendments. He opposed them, if at all, upon 
his own personal and individual responsibility; and 
it was upon that ground that he (Mr. A.) was re- 

lying to his objections against those amendments. 

he Committee on Foreign Affairs have no more 
dissented from these amendments than they have 
assented to them. It was, therefore, to be regretted 
that such oppusition had been made to them by the 
chairman of that committee, and the more because 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. F.) and him- 
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self, (Mr. A.) who had offered them, do not be- 
lone to that majority in the House which, upen 
every occasion, are expected to “toe the mark” 
there. Sir, (said Mr. A.) we are likely soon to 
be called upon to ‘toe the mark” in matters upon 
which I hope in God we may not be divided by 
party lines. We are nearing, ‘I fear, a state of 
things, when it will hardly do to reject: proposi- 
lions UPON important matters, because ihey do not 
come from a particular sice of this body. — 

The question ferus to consider now is, whether 
these amendments of my friend from New York and 
myself are proper, in the present state of things, to 
be adopted, and not from what quarter of the House 
they may come. The resolution of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs alluces to a single act of hosti- 
lity on the partof an officer of our own Govern- 
ment against the Mexican Government, acknow- 
ledged aiterwards to have been such by the subse- 
quent conduct of that officer. { wish, and the 
gentleman from New York wishes, to goa litte 
further in this inquiry for information. We desire 
to obtain from the President of the United States 
all the information in his possession as to the di!- 
ferences existing between Mexico and this Govern- 
ment, and between Great Britain and this Govern- 
raent; information, without which the House can- 
not possibly act advisedly and effectively. He had 
(he continued) offered his proposition before the 
Message of the President had been transmitted to 
the House, because he saw the necessity of ob- 
taining all the information in possession of the Ex- 
ecutive in relation to the differences existing be- 
tween this nation and Mexico on the one side, and 
Great Britain on the other. This message had 
come in as a confirmation of the propriety and ne- 
cessity of that step of his, referring, as the House 
would perceive it does, as well to our relations with 
Mexico, as to those with Great Britain, and touch- 
ed upon our Norihera as well as Southern dangers. 
And now all he asked was, that the representatives 
of the people shonld request of the President of the 
United States what is the actual situation of the 
country; what had been done, what was proposed 
to be done in relation to it; what was demanded 
on the one side, and what claimed on the other. 
He had hoped that a proposition so reasonable 
would have been permitted to pass without oppo- 
sition. Some other rule should be observed, he re- 
marked, in matters so momentous, than ‘ toe the 
mark.” The divisions of party should be broken 
up upon questions lile these, and they who are not 
in the confidence of the Executive should be per- 
mitted to have an opportunity of doing their duty 
by their common country, as well as the chosen 
sect. 

The chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, continued Mr. Anams, tells the gentleman 
from New York that if he will, for the present, 
puree his amendment of so much as relates to the 
subject-matters already treated of by the President 
of the United States, in the Message just read to 
the House, he would have no objection to it as it 
now stands, at the proper time, and ia a distinct 


form. Now, does not that gentieman know that if 


the member from New York and myself were to 
forego this inquiry upon that suggestion, and the 
resolution were then to pass, the time would never 
come when we might bring up our propositions? 
Would we not both be declared out of order, were 
we to make such an attempt? And so we should 
be put off till, perhaps, some time in June next, 
while, in the midst of a war, with the candle burn- 
ing at both ends, when our resolutions of inquiry 
might be, at least, “in order?” The information 
we demand is asked not alone for the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, but for the members of this 
bedy—for their consideration and the basis of their 
action. 

This Message, continued Mr. Apams, is a very 
important one. It demands men.—it calls for the 
expenditure of money—for millions more to be 
added to the millions already lavished in the at- 
tempt to check Indian hostilities, and for a purpose 
rather more deeply important, he would remark, 
than the prevention of any Indian hostilities. A 
great increase of the army would become necessa- 
ry tocarry out the suggestions of the President, 
How great an increase, and how large an expendi- 


rized to accede to the proposed amendments of his 
resolution, the House will feel otherwise disposed, 
and take such order in relation to the subject as 
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from the Execa'i 
This message (continned Mr. Apams) says no- 
thing on the subject ef any violation of neutrality 
on the Canada side. Yet such a Violat on, and 
one of the grossest character, had actually taken 
placeon that side, and admitied, as it appears, to 
be such, by the British officer himsel!. 
Mr. A. said he thought it probable that this Mes- 
sage was prepared before the information which 
| had jost been laid before the House was received 


ture, he could not say; probably all this wou'd be 
known when the desired information shall come 


Whether this be sovor not, this House, as well as 
the Executive, have a part to take in the matter— 
a highly responsible and important part: a duty to 
} perform, in seeing that a strict neutrality is ob- 
served on the part of this Government, and also 
that that neutrality be net violated on the other 
side to the extent of a single hair, withoat demand- 
ing and insisting apon the most perfect and fall 
} satsfaction, 
He hoped that, if the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs does noi feel himself autho- 


will not postpone the consideration of questions so 

important until tt shall be too late for any  practi- 

cal good purposes, 

After making such a modification of his amend- 
mentas to make it consistent with the original re- 
solution, 

Mr. FILLMORE said he could not conceive how 
his proposition could possibly tend to embarrass 
the action of the House upon the resolution offered 
by the Committee 07 Foreign Affairs. It was cer- 
tainly very easy for the President to distinguish be- 
tween the different kinds of information songht 
fer by the different propositions Fle had tried ev- 
ery other way to bring lis proposition before the 
Llouse, and conld not present it in any form which 
would secure its immediate consideration, excepting 
that in which it now stood. For if it were offered 

as an independent resolution, it would take its 
place behind all others now on the Speaker's table. 
Its great importance woul! not permit him to ex- 
pose it to such arisk, and he had, therefore, offered 
iin the form of an amendment to the original reso- 
lution of the Committee on Foreign A fYairs, in 
which shape he hoped it would pass. 

As to the expression which he had used in rela. 
tion to the disturbances of the Niagara frentier, 
that this couniry was on the eve of a war with 
Great Britain, perhaps it was too strong an expres- 
sion. Butcertainly ail the facts démenstrated that 
there was imminent danger of such a result. The 
citizens of the United States, whi'e in the peaceful 
pursuit of their business, had been attacked by an 
armed force from a foreign nation, and a portion 
of the militia of the country is even now ordered 
out to repel such hostility. 

He well knew that the spirit of the people on the 
United States side of that frontier would not pernzit 
them to stand tamely by, and witness such assaults. 
These were facts, vouched for by respectable citi- 
zens as true, and authentic; and he must ask if they 
were not such as to warrant the offering of sucha 
proposition as he had moved. It makes no diffe- 
rence, he contended, whether one or one hundred 
mi es of the territory of the United States has been 
invaded by the arms of a foreign nation: the juris- 
diction of this country is co-extensive with the at- 
most limits of her territory. Even if the vessel 
which was attacked had been carrying munitions 
of war to the revolationists on Navy Island, she 
was only liable, he contended, to be attacked while 
within the British lines. As it was, hé agreed with 
the gentleman from Massachueetts, (Mr. Ada as,) 
that there was scarcely a paraliel to this act por 
the pages of our history as a nation; and it w isto 
suppose an absolute impossib'lity, fora mome 1 to 
imagine that the people on that frontier will cver 
submit to the occurrence of such acts without com- 

laint and redress. It was, therefore, in any view, 
highly important that the House should obtain all 
possible information upon a snkject so important. 

Mr. HAMER hail no intention of entering into 
a discussion on the subject, but there were senti- 
ments just expressed which, in his opinion, re- 
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quire! some notice. [t sounded very strangely in 
his ears for eenilemen to rise and declare, 
any opposition was made to their measures, that it 
came from a majority of the House who were 
always required to toe the mark upon every ques- 
lion, while they who thus complained pretended 
that they were not influenced by any such feelings, 
or actuated by party motives. He could easily 
appreciate the feelings of those who though’ they 
‘had been treated with injustice by the majority upon 
that floor; but he thought they ought at least, on 
some occasions, to be charitable enough to admit 
ihat the opposition trom the other partly Was ac- 
tuated by motives as pure and disinterested as their 
own. 

He fully agreed with the gentleman (Mr. How- 
ard) who had offered the resolu 


the proposed aut ndments. 


on, in his objec 
tion to The general 
practice of the Llouse would show, that in a resolu- 
ried from a committee, the mover had no 
power, of himsel{ to ae ‘epl a me dification. 

] ad veen comrended that we were “* on the 
eve of a war with Great Britain;” but, for his part, 
he could pereeive ao sign or indication of such an 
event. He did not heiieve 
ger of a ropture be.ween the two countries, as each 
of them understood its interests too well to admit 
even the thought of such an cecurrence. So 
vinced was he of this, 


tion rep 


there was the leasi dan- 


cone 
that he had no hesitation in 
saying that, in the present state of things, a war 
between Great Britain and the Uni'ed States would 
be the greatest calamity that could 


the civilized world ft 


possibly befall 
were folly lo Suppose tnattvo 
great and free natious, cemented together by all the 
ties of language, interest, and blood, would sutfer 
that harmony to be destroyed by the hare-brained 
rashness of a few people scattered along the fron- 
tier of Canada. [t might just as reasonably be 
supposed that two 
together for years in the most intima 
would quarrel over a sliz! 
of their children. 


individuals, who had subsisted 
friendship, 
it ditlerence between two 


If gentlemen woald reflect, they 


would sec that the true policy of the two Govern- 
ments was to adopt wise measures to remedy the 
evil; and in that way all differences could be easily 


settled, without the remotest danger of involving 
the two countries in a bloody war, as had been an- 
ticipated. 

He then recapitulated the incidents of the affair, 
as they appeared from the papers, and from the 
Jetters read to the House by Mr. Firtmore, and 
contended that the attack was probably the rash 
act of a subalteru oflicer 
the boat while on the Canada side, at Navy Isi- 
and, and who transcended his orders, in making 
that attack after the boat was within the United 
States lines. He doubted whether there were any 
wounded persons on board the boat when she was 
sent (on fire) over the Falls, and repudiated the idea 
that any portion of the people of the British pro- 
vineces could possibly have been guilty of an act 
so barbarous. 

Mr. H. did not believe any occasion of war ex- 
isted between this Government and that of Great 
Britain. Brit'sh troops, he admitted, might have 
crossed disputed territory, or even over our ac- 
knowledged territery, to reach those who had 
violated our laws in carrying arms and other aid in 
favor of those with whoin that country were at war; 
buteven from that fact, allowing it to exist, itis not 
the necessary consequence that there should be a 
declaration of war on the part of the United States 
against Great Britain. He alluded to the law of 
nations, and to our own history, in proof of his as- 
seriion, and contended that the fact of a few troops 
passing over neutral ground for the purpose of 
reaching an enemy, was not necessarily a seffi- 
cient cause for making war. 

He had no objection to either of the proposed 
amendments, provided they could be kept distinct, 
as he was perfectly willing for the House to receive 
all the information which could be obtained. 

Mr. CILLEY adverted to the remarks of Mr. 
Howarp, in relation to the mild and lofty course 
which that gentleman thought the Government, 
under existing circumstances, should pursue. Mr. 
C. could not agree with the gentleman in his re- 
commendation fer mild measures, when he took 
jnto consideration the aggravating conduct of 
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Great Briain for many years past, in reiation tu 
the northeastern boundary of Maine. Mr. C. then 
took a review of that question, ané@ entered into a 
detail of the circumstauces attending it. He ex- 
patiated on the long forbearance of the people of 
Maine, and contended that the dispute was not 
owing to the boundary not being clearly defined, 
but to a desire of the British Government to uvbtain 
part of Maine, for the purpose of connecting their 
provinces, 

Mr. ©. proceeded to state that he would make a 
few remarks in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, 


who had undertaken to apologize for the British, 4 
and to throw the whole blame of the steamboat | 


attack at Niagara on an officer who had disobeyed 
orders. 

Mr. HAMER wished to inform the gentieman, 
that in his allusions to that affair, he had not 


spoken on his own responsibility, but his remarks | 


were founded on the information contained in the 
letters read by the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Villmore.) 

Mr. CILLEY was sorry he had misunderstcod 
the gentleman; but what had the British done on 
the borders of his State—Maine? Had _ they 
not, times without number, arrested American 
citizens, and put them in prison? 


could form any idea of what they had to suffer. 
They would bear it as long as they could; but gen- 
tlemen might depend upon it, that they would not 
submit to further aggression, but would resist to 
the utmost, until British tyranny should cease from 
the land. He was willing to go as far as any gen- 
tleman to invest the Government with power to 
preserve neutrality, but nothing on earth could 
make him suppress his feelings for the sons of li- 
beriy, when they were struggling in a just cause. 
[t was the duty of Government, in the first place, 


to aseertain that they were mght, and having deter- 


mined that, it was also their duty to follow up its 
measures with proper courage. If their cause was 
a just one, they ought to proceed; and no matter if 
the fires of war did burst out at both ends of the 
country at once, they were abundantly able to blow 
it out. 

Mr. BRONSON alluded to the defenceless state 
of the northern frontier, owing to the military 


troops having been drawn away for the purpose of | 


prosecuting the war in Florida. He considered 
that troops at this line were as necessary for the 
protecnhion of the northern frontier as Ahey were in 
Fiorida; but, at the saime time, he deprecated such 
remarks as that we weie upon the eve of a war 
with Great Britain. He trusted that the good un- 


derstanding between the two countries would con- | 


tinue to exist, and that the existing difficulties 
would be speedily settled by the adoption of pru- 


dent measures. He would, however, call the atten- 


tion of the House to the true state of that frontier. 
The recent ebullition of feeling and excitement, 
was but a speck compared with what was continu- 
ally going on in all the provinces, anda long the 
whole line. 


Mr. B. then adverted to the fact of 1,000 or | 


1,500 men, probably mostly from the American 


side, having entrenched themselves on Navy Island, | 
individual of high | 


under the command of an 
fainily in the city of Albany, and undergoing the 


strictest discipline. Alsoto the circumstance of arms | 


having been taken almost openly from the armo- 
ries, and the high state of feeling along the whole 
line as far as Plattsburg, as all the gentlemen from 
Vermont were perfectly acquainted. 

Mr. B. procceded to show the state of the public 
mind in Canada. He said that since the recent 
occurrences had taken place, the regular exchanges 
between our newspapers and those of Canada had 
been stopped ; but from a few Canadian papers 
brevtht over the lines, and which had been for- 
warded to him, it was very evident that the tone of 
the people of Canada could not be mistaken. Mr. 
B. then read several extracts from the papers; after 
which he said it would be evident to the House that 
the amendments ought to be adopted, as it was of 
the highest importance that all possible information 
should be obtained. He also wished to call the at- 
igation of the Heuse to another important subject, 


The peo- , 
ple of Maine had borne it, because they were de- 
sirous of preserving peace; but none but themselves 


viz: that of the increase of the army. The mili- 
tary posts of the country had been stripped for the 
purpose of sending the forces to Florida, and the 
department was now unable to send troops to thi 
North, for the simple reason that there were none 
to send. He urged on them the necessity of adopr- 
ing speedy and decisive measures to preserve neu- 
trality, as well as to protect our citizens from ag- 
gression. ; 

Mr. HOWARD would repeat what he had be- 
fore said, that it was not his intention to oppose the 
amendments calling for information, but to separate 
them. He did not, as an individual, feel himself 
at liberty to assent to any modification of a resolu- 
tion reported, through him, by the committee ; but 
the subject had been referred to that committee, 
and he could not believe that, when they reported 
to the House, they would keep back a single par- 
ticle of information which might be necessary to 
the formation of their judgment. It was well 
known that, when the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions presented any measure, they threw open 
every avenue of information. His wish was to 
keep the several calls for information distinct, as 
no benefit could arise from trammelling one with 
another. 

If the gentleman from Maine had understood 
him to say that he admitted any doubt as to the terri- 
tory in dispnte, he must have expressed himself very 
imperfectly. He would take that opportunity 1 
state that he had examined that subject for many 
years, and had come to the conclusion that the claim 
of the State of Maine was established and sustaine 
on every ground, and that he saw no legal title in 
the British Government. But he would ask, now 
that the subject had remained unsettled for up- 
wards of twenty-five years, would it not appear 
ungenerous to press the subject when Great 
Britain was involved in domestic troubles of her 
own. Would not the nations of Europe infer that 
such an act was a proof of our weakness, in seizing 
on such a moment of embarrassment to obtain that 
which we had sought in vain for a whole genera- 
tion? Were an individual, having a quarre! with 
another which he had failed to prosecute for years, 
to rush upon his enemy when he was attacked by a 
third person, it would be esteemed an unmanly and 
cowardly act. Therefore, as we had suffered the 
affaic to lie dormant so long, he trusted that, under 
the present peculiar circumstances, it would not be 
pressed. Yet he coincided fully with the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Fillmore,) that the Go- 
vernment of the United States ought to protect our 
frontier, and he trusted that the interest and honor 
of the nation would be guarded with the greatest 
zeal, and if it should be proved that aggressions had 
been made, he was convinced that the legislative 
and executive powers would not express the willof 
the people if they did not insist on reparation. 

Mr. SIBLEY, when reviewing our present posi- 
tion, was convinced that peace could not long re- 
main, unless more energetic measures were adopted. 
He had felt afraid that the Executive had not 
adopted such measures as the laws now existing 
placed in his power. But if, after all those means 
had been tried and found ineffeetual, he would then 
be willing to grant additional power. 

Mr. PATTON, although he believed the fears of 
the gentlemen who had offered the amendments to 
be wholly unfounded, thought that much time 
might be saved, and the end attained, by further 
amending the resolution, so as to call on the Presi- 
deat to furnish information on the various proposi- 
tions in separate communications. 

Mr. FILLMORE had no objection to accept of the 
amendment; but before he took his seat, he would 
state that the charge of arms having been taken 
from the public arsenals, was a mistake. It was 
true that a quantity of arms had been taken from 
Buffalo, bat not from any of the arsenals. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. CUSH- 
ING and F. 0. J. SMITH, the amendments of 
Messrs. FILLMORE and ADAMS were severally 
agreed to; and the question recurring on the i rigt- 
nal resolution as amended, it was adopted. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the statements of the incorporated 
banks of the District of Columbia; which, on me- 
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tion of Mr. Tlaynes, was refered to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

Also, a siatement from the Secretary of Srate of 
the number of, and compensation to, the clerks in 
that department; which, on motion of Mr. 
HAYNES, was laid on the table. 

Oa motion of Mr. RENCHER, it was 

Ordered, ‘That when the House adjourn this day, 
jt adjourn to meet on Monday ; and then, on imo- 
won, 

The House adjourned. 


The following petitions, presental on Tuesday 
last, were accidentatly omitted in the proceed- 
ings of that day : 

Mr. BRODHEAD of New York presented a pe- 
tition of Elnathan Sears, of Sullivan county, New 
York, for additional pension. Also, a petition of 
Henry Muskeneaugh, of the county of Ulster, New 
York, praying fur a pension; which was reterred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Also, a petition of 44 legal voters of the county of 
Ulster, New York, to abolish slavery in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, and especially in the 
District of Columbia ; which was laid on the table, 
on his motion. Also, a petition of 33 legal voters 
of the town of Plattahill, New York, not to admit 
any new State into the Union the Constitution of 
which tolerates domestic slavery. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 5, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of citizens 
of Philadelphia, reiative to the completion of the 
frigate Raritan: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

DISTURBANCES ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIER 

The CHAIR communicated the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, on the 
subject of the war in Canada: 

To the Senate and 

House of Representatives of the United States: 

Recent experience on the southern boundary of 
the United States, and the events now daily oceur- 
ring on our northern frontier, have abundantly 
shown that the existing laws are insufficient to 
guard against hostile invasion, from the United 
States, of the territory of friendly and neighboring 
nations. . 

The laws in foree provide sufficient penalties for 
the punishment of such offences, after they have 
been committed, and provided the parties can be 
found; but the Executive is powerless in many 
cases to prevent the commission of them, even 
when in possession of ample evidence of an in- 
tention on the part of evil-disposed persons to vio- 
late our laws. 

Your attention is called to this defect in our 
legislation. It is apparant that the Executive ought 
to be clothed with adequate power effectually to 
restrain all persons within our jurisdiction from 
the commission of acts of this character. They 
tend to disturb the peace of the country, and in- 
evitably involve the Government in perplexing 
controversies with foreign powers. I recommend 
a careful revisien of ail the laws now in force, 
and such additional enaciments as may be neces- 
sary to vest in the Executive full power to prevent 
injuries being inflicted upon neighboring nations 
by the unauthorized and unlawful acts of citizens 
of the United States, or of other persons who may 
be within our jurisdiction, and subject to our 


control. 
In illustration of these views, and to show the 


necessity of,an early action on the part of Congress, 
I submit herewith a copy of a letter received from 
the Marshal of the northern district of New York, 
who had been directed to repair to the frontier, and 





take all aut sliced measures 
execution ol ex:st 


CONG RESSION 


AL GLOBE. 





lo secure the faithful 
ing laws. 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, January 5, 1838. 

The message, with the ace 
having been read by 
Mr. CLAY rose to express his full convictior 
the necessity of some eariv action on this important 
subject, No p ‘ctacle could be more revoltin Yr to 
the feelings of a free people, than a war either 
among themselves or with another country. The 
views of the Executive 
bul it was the duty of Congress to examine, and, 
if the existing laws were not adequate to prevent 
the alleged interference of our citizens, others 
should be forthwith enacted for the full accom- 
plishment of an ebject so desirable. Mr. C. ad- 
verted, in connection, to the vexatious and unset- 
tled state of our Northern boundary, which state of 
things tended to increase the danger which now 

threatened us. He had witnessed a similar conrs 
of policy on the part of our citizens during recent 
occurrences of a sinular character in another 
quarter; on which subject, however, he had never 
expressed his opinion, nor should he co so now. 

If the people of this country choose to renounce 
their citizenship, it was perhaps all oe but any 
interference with « rebellion in a country with 
which we were at peace, should meet the earliest 
attention of our Government. We might, as citi- 
zens, freely, and in aay manner we thought proper, 
express our sympathies with either belligerent par- 
vy, but in no case lend them aid or countenance. 
He did not consider he had any right to express an 
opinion relative to the course of the Canadians. 
They might be right, or they might be wrong, in 
the course they were pursuing. It was the duty of 
every citizen to remain quiet, nor even express 
opinions, ull sach expression had been made by 
the Government. 

He hoped that to whate the subject 
might be referred, they would examine “with the 
greatest care and strictest scrutiny the question on 
both sides. Examine whether or not the action of 
our citizens had not been limited to some disputed 
territory, cr whether arms, munitions of war, or 
supplies, had been furnished, and which, if proved 
true, such conduct must be viewed by Government 
as in the highest degree reprehensible. 

He would express no opinion, nor make a mo- 
tion as to the reference, but should think that either 
the Committee on the Judiciary or on Fureien Af- 
fairs the most apprupriate. 

Mr. CALHOUN had felt from the beginning of 
the troubles in Canada the greatest anxiety, and a 
fear that it might result in difficulties to this coun- 
try. He hoped the existing laws, prohibiting the 
interference of our citizens, would be rigidly en- 
forced; and if, on examination, they should be 
found insufficient to meet the exigencies of the 
case, that new ones would be speedily enacted. He 
would set forth in the strongest light the terrible 
consequences of a war with Great Britain at the 
present time. 

He urged, in the most emphatic manner, the ne- 
cessity of clothing the Executive with all needful 
additional power, if the jaws in force were in this 
respect too limited. THe moved the reference to the 
Comniittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. NORVELL said that no portion of the peo- 
ple of the United States were more deeply in- 
tereste: in this subject than the inhabitants of the 
State which he had the honor, in part, to represent. 
Between a part of that State, and the Upper Pro- 
vince of Canada, there was a river, the dividing 
line, only of one mile wide. The peace of our 
citizens in that quarter was daily and hourly ex- 
posed to violation in the progress of this civil war 
inthe adjacent Province, Persons belonging to 
beth of the parties in this foreign contest would seek 
refuge, sympathy and aid from our people, among* 
whom there might he individuals disposed to jeopard 
the neutrality and peace of the country, in their 
anxiety tostrengthen the cause which they espoused. 
It was exceedingly desirable that this should, if pos- 
sible, be prevented, Our own rights and liberties 
were too precious to be jeoparded in those prema- 
ture and badly digested civil broils between 
different portions of the same foreiga 
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met his highest approbation, 
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ple. the honoiable Senator from Kentucky 
had expressed | proper sentiment’ ou ihis subject 
But Mr. N. | risen to express his earnest 
licitnde, that wh itt r Lomein the Execu- 
live message might be rei an early and prompt 
report would be mad te panty r ‘tted that rm 
other and previous cases of | ‘rent’ controver- 
sives between different portions of other foreign 
States, an equally rigid ceurse of neutratity had 
not been pursued ; tte » knew t mat, so far as th 
Executive had been concerned, all its means had 
been exerted to preserve our neutral position. But 
the laws were inadequate to the object, and ought 


¢ } * 
to be revist 


{and made stronger 

r. DAVIS most heartily concurred with the 
sentiments of the Senators who had preceded him, 
and also in the 4 ,on this me- 
mientous subject. 


he considered, were 
under the most sacre 


ws of the Exeentive 

Congress, 
{ obligations 
present pacific retations 


to preserve the 


between ourselves an 


foreign power It was a duty we owed to our- 
selves and to other rations, reserve to the ulmest 
ae 


obedience to the treaties extstng, and to 
rigidly their observance on the part 
with such nations, wh 


enforce 
of our e:uizens 
le with them we continue at 


peace. 
It seemed to hin there had been too long man- 
fested by our citizens a disposition to interfere with 


the affairs of our neighbors of the frontiers, and it 
would appear that the etforts of those 
it was to enforce the laws had urged 
couraged such measures, 
suppress them. Heh 


whose duty 
on and eu- 
rather than laboring to 
e had no opinions to express re- 
lative to these facts, as connected w vith recent dud 
culties on oursouthern border, or in the affairs of 
Canada. It was amatter of deep regret that the 
Government had not more stretly enforced this 


duty, andequally did be regret that the attention ot 


Congress hod not been earlier called to the subject 

Some detinite and decisive measures bad now 
become nece ry, im of ler effeetual 5 to preserve 
our good faith and character as a nation. If the 


Executive power was not strong effough, by all 
means enlarge it, by enacting new laws on the 
subject. Of all evils that could now befall this na- 
tion, the most deplorable in its effects would be a 
war with Great Britain. 

We all well know the strength and power of that 
country, and equally well we know that our pro- 
gress, improvement, and success, is but a growing 
vealiness. Tle would express his thanks to the Se- 


nator from Kentnely, (Mr. Clay.) forhaving made 
inention of our unhappy cifferences relative to the 
settiement of our northeastero boundary. He 
contended that it was more forcibly evident 


that our Government had too long slumbered and 
slept on this subject. Our difficulties would now, 
on this score, be greatly augmented. In entering 
into an investigation on the subject directly before 
Congress, it beeame their imperative duty 
to investigate this matter also. It was due 
to the country to know whether Great Britain 
does or does not make practical use of this cis- 
puted territory. Whether, if there are not really 
roads and regular mails established throughout, 
it is not made of practical utility; and if, over this 
same distric', there have not been transmitted troops, 
munit ons of war, and Sin of provisions, for 
the use of their forces. It is not to inquire, at 
this Ume, if she has occupied the territory by a ci- 
vil force or jurisdiction, but if she has no further 
made use of itthan to carry troops across, her 
point is gained. It is all the privilege the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain would ask of us. It is all 
she wants. The territory is to her not worth hav 
ing, except fur sneh practical purposes, 

After some remarks by Mr. BENTON in favor 
of the motion to comm “it, the documents were re- 
ferred to the Committe? on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MERRICK, the Senator elect from Mary- 
land, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the pettion of 
James Miller, to be indemnified for the loss of his 
plantation in the Florida war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of James 
Morgan, for compensation for expenses incurred 


in the public service: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


also 
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Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials || 


from citizens of Philadelphia, for the completion of 
the frigate Raritan : 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memoria! of several 
banks in the District of Columbia, for an extension 
of their charters: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. BENTON introdueed a bill for the reliet of | 
the heirs of General William Eaton: read and or- 


dered to be printed. 


Also, a bill providing for the uniform payment for | 


horses lust in the United States military service: or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of ———— Hoben. 

3i!| for the relief of Eli Horton. 

Pall for the relief of Benjamin Morse. 

ill for the relief of Francis Gardner ; 

I}! for the relief of John M. Holland ; 

Which were severally read, and ordered to a 
seco. reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committce on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Jonathan 
Davis: ordered, with the report, to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs, r ported a bill explanatory of an act esta- | 


blishing the pay of brevet officers: ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice, that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to istroduce a bill suppiemen- 
tary to the “actto provide for the adjusiment of 
titles of land in the town of Detroit and Territory 
ef Michigan, and for other parposes;” and a bill 
for the relief of Augustus A, Nicholson. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a mail route from Mackinac to the Sault 
Ste Marie, inthe State of Michigan. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial from the 
Mayor, Regorder, and Aldermen, of the city of 
Detroit, praying tor the passage of a bill suppie- 
mentary to the “Act to provide for the adjusiment 
of titles to land in the town of Detroit, and Terriio- 
ry of Michigan, and for other purposes:” referred 
co the Commitee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. N. alse presented a memorial from sundry 
inhabitants of the State of Michigan, praying for an 
appropriation to improve the harbor of Port Shel- 
don, at the mouth of Pigeon river, on Lake Michi- 
gan: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. N. also presented 


A petition from Fraucis 


Cicotte, of the county of Wayne, State of Michi | 


gan, praying a grant of land: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims 

Mr. LINN introduced a bill for the relief ot CG. 
Maraud and others: read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolationary Claims. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill accompanied by a special 
report for the relief of Mary A. Kirkpatrick: read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Resolved, Tinvat the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of 
extending certain post routes in Mississippi. 

Also, from same committee, reporting adverse to 
the petition of James Allen: adopted. 

Also, from same commitce, reporting adverse 
to the petition of the Union Bank of Georgetown, 
for compensation for money lost at the Baltimore 
Post Office; which report was, on motion of Mr. 
BUCHANAN , laid over for one day. 

Mr. PRESTON from the Coramitce on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to amend the act of 1828, 
establishing the pay of brevet officers: ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported adverse to 
the petition of John Lute and another, for compen- 
sation for money lost by transmission by mail. 

Mr.CLAY desired to know of the Committee 
whether they had examined the facts relative to 
the money being transmitted by mail, and lost 
while in charge of, and through neglect of the 
agents of the Department. 

Mr. ROBINSON replied that the Committee had 
no evidence brought before them except such as 


referred to the Committee on | 





was furnished simply by the memor?yis themselves. 
lt was true it had come to their ),nowledge indi- 
rectly, that some editor of a new?,paper of Balti- 
more had been privileged to enter the post office in 
that place, and had been found guilty of robbing 
the mail, and was now sufferrog due punishment 
for the offence; yet there was no proof that the mo- 
ney alleged to have been jost was among that 
which was purloined at the time. 

Mr. CLAY admitted tbat the legal conclusions 
of the committee were ‘perfectly correct, yet he 
wished that the inquiry into the matter might not 
stop here. It was a subject which interested the 
citizens of every section of the country. It was 
understood to be the practice in many places to ad 
mit certaim persons into the offices, and to examine 
the contents of the mail. Such admissions on the 
part of postmasters he thought highly reprehensi- 
ble. He wished to inquire to what extent the prac- 
tice was carried. It was a good opportunity to 
make a thorough investigation of the matter. For 
any individual to be permitted to break open the 
mails, and handle the letters and other contents, 
was contrary to the spirit of the institution, and 
should receive the strict scrutiny of Congress. 

Mr. GC. wished alsm to inquire whether the 
particular case in question had been investigated by 
the Pasimaster General? 

Mr. ROBINSON replied, that he understood the 
whole matter had received a thorough investigation 
by that officer. 

Mr. CLAY then moved that the report be laid 
on the table; which motion was agreed to. 

The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
adverse to the petition of Nathan Gunnison, was 
adopted. 

A report from the Secretary of State, relative to 
the number and salaries of clerks employed in that 
department; also, from the Treasury Department, 
stating the condition of the banks of the District of 
Columbia ; also, from: the War Department, rela- 
tive to a survey of O xls Head and other harbors, 
in Maine: severally Jaid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mir. PRESTON, the resolutions 
offered by him yest: srday relative to the annexation 
of Texas to ihe Un fted States, were taken up; and 
he moved that thie consideration thereof be made 
the special order of the day for Tuesday week next. 

Some objection: to the motion being made by 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama and MORRIS, 

A motion &xing, on the first Monday of February 
for that purpose was agreed to. 

The considera’ gon of Mr. Catuoun’s resolutions 
on the subject of? abolition was resumed. A dis- 
cussion thereon was continued till a late hour, 
without taking a, yote on any question except the 
adoption, offered by Mr. Auten, of an amendment 
to an amendrnent to the third resolution offered 
yesterday by ifr. Smrrx of Indiana. This amend- 
ment was adc pted—yeas 32, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, @lay of Ken- 
tucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierge, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, Strange, 
Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and Young 
—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clayton, Davis, 
Knight, McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, and Wall 
—l4. 

When, on motion of Mr. CLAY, 

The Senate adjourned. 


[On Wednesday, Mr. NORVELL presented a 
memorial from sundry inhabitants of the county of 
3errien, State of Michigan, praying for the passage 
ofa general pre-emption law. ‘The memorial was, 
on the motion of the same Senator, ordered to be 
printed. ] 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, Jan. 6, 1838. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Mississippi for alterations in the mail 
routes: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of W. 
A. Davis, offering to the Government certain co. 
pies of the United States Laws: ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. NORVELL introduced a bill supplementary 
to an act providing for the adjustment ef jand 
claims in the town of Detroit and Territory of 
Michigan: read and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. M’KEAN said he hoped, in these times of 
extraordinary resolutions, it would not be thought 
presumptuous in him to offer some sinall evidence 
that even he, humble as he was, was not wholly 
irresolute; he therefore proposed to lay the resolu- 
tions which he held in his hand, on the table, to 
come up in their order: 

1. Resolved, That Congress possess no power 
under the Constitution to abolish slavery where {1 
exists in any of the States of this Union. 

2. Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, 
to legislate on the subject of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the petition of James 
Smulley for relief, on which the Committee on 
Military Affairs had reported adversely, was re- 
committed to the same comm#tee. 

-Mr. ROBBINS introduced the resolutions of the 
General Assembly of Rhode Island, etc. remon- 
strating against the admission of Texas into the 
Union of the United States: laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on the Public: 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Philip Le. 
gare, accompanied by a report: read, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gave notice that he should, 
on Monday, introduce a bill to repeal dutiés on. 
certain imports. 

On motion of Mr. HUBRARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate com. 
pile or cause to be printed for the use of the Senate 
an alphabetical list of all the petitions for private 
claims which have been presented for the last twen- 
ty years, with the action of the Senate on each. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Navy cause’ 
to be printed an edition of two thousand copies. of 
the report embracing Professor Hassler’s survey 
of the soast, for the use of Government and for dis- 
tribution. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, 

Ordered, That the papers relating to a certain 
survey of Prince’s and other bays, be taken from 
the files and referred. . 

The consideration of Mr. Cataoun’s resolutions 
was then resumed. 

Mr. MORRIS spoke at length in favor an 
amendment offered by him on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. ALLEN to the third resolution. 
This amendment was rejected by a vote, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Davis, Knight, McKean, Mor. 
ris, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Swift 
and Webster—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alaba na, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fuhon, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Walker, White, Williams, Wright and Young—32. 

Messrs. NORVELL and SEVIER subsequently 
came in, and asked leave to record their votes, 
which was objected to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
Mr. Smitu’s amendment, as amended by Mr. At- 
LEN, and rejected, with an understanding that it 
was to be offered and appended to the resolutiors 
after their passage, and which reads as follows: 

“That nothing in the foregoing resolutions is 
intended to recognise the right of Congress to im- 
pair, in any manner, the freedom of speech, or of 
the press, or the right of petition, as secured by the 
Constitution to the citizens of the several States, 
within the States respectively.” 

After some turther discussion on the adoption of 
the third resolution as amended— 


Mr. BAYARD proposed to further amend it, by 
striking out the words “several States of this 
Union,” and to insert from the Constitution. 











